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NEWSLETTER 
Friday 4th February 

 
 
 

 

Some of you will be aware that I have a trip to  
hospital for an operation during half term. I’m  
told I’ll need time to recuperate and currently  

expect to  return to school after Easter.  
Mrs Pope and I have been preparing for this  
time, and she will be leading the school in my  

absence. Mrs Pope has been released from her  
teaching commitments, with Mrs Jellings  

stepping in. I have every confidence that she can  
and will lead the school effectively in this time. I ask  

that you give her your full support. She tells me she can’t  
be as corny as me, so I can’t wait to read her comments in the newsletter! 

 
Stella Kyte will start a new beginner recorder group after half term at £10 per half 
term. Children will need a copy of ‘Red Hot Recorder’ Tutor by Sarah Watts (£6.99; 
available from Stella). If you’re interested let us know and we’ll put Stella in touch. 
 

We’ve had a visit today from the team at Radio 5 Live, 
who are interested in the learning approach in our 
year 3 and 4 area. Our thanks to parents (and the 

children!) who spoke to the reporters. There will be a 
report on their Monday morning show, between 6 and 
7, then 7 and 8, then 8 and 9 for those who lie in! The 

press association will be releasing an article for all 
papers for Tuesday. They were fascinated by how 

effectively the children learn in their large groups; I 
think they’ll be asking whether this is the biggest 

class in the country. They know there’s more than one 
teacher in the space, but it’s an intriguing perspective. 

 

Three notes for your diaries: There’ll be no parent reading 
session in the lower school next week, 11th February. The 
March parent consultations letter will go out next week 

(please book early!). March is also the time of Red Nose Day 
and the friends will be selling red noses during the week. 
Watch this space for further information and activities! 

Diary Dates: 
 
• Monday 7th February 

Coffee morning. 
 

• Monday 14th to Wednesday 16th Feb  
Y4 residential: Holt Hall. 

• Friday 18th February  
School Disco. 
 

• Monday 21st to Friday 25th  
Half term holiday. 
 

• Monday 28th February 
Coffee morning. 
 

• 7th and 9th March 
Parent Consultations. 
 

• 7th to 11th March 
Book Fayre 
 

• Monday 14th March 
Coffee morning. 

• Friday 18th March 
Red Nose Day! 
 

• Saturday 26th March  
‘Moving Day’ Areas of the school subject to  
the new build will be cleared  
 

• Friday 8th April  
Building work  
scheduled 
to begin. 
 
 

• Tuesday 26th April  
First day of  
Summer term.  
 

• (Wed) 22nd June  
Children’s  
University  
Graduation Day.  
 
 
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Yours Sincerely, 
 

John Starling. 

The youth of Egypt are  
demonstrating, removing their (older) 

leaders… Just for once I hope the children  
aren’t watching the news – they might get ideas! 

 
I 

have  
recently  

been contacted 
by the organisers 

 of the Spring Fling. 
Following last year’s 

wonderful event, I asked 
whether they might 

support  us further this 
year. They have offered to 
pay for any coaches we use 

to travel to the show. 
Please look out for  
flyers in the next  

few weeks.   
 


