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23rd November 2011 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I write to inform you of the position of the staff with regards the call for strike action over 
pensions, in particular on the proposed action on the 30th November. 
 
Although the advice of unions to their members may change in the course of the next week, we felt 
strongly that an early decision from the school was desirable. 
 
We wish to make it clear that we recognize in the current financial climate that it is quite legitimate 
for the pension review to take place. We do not expect to be immune from these circumstances. We 
merely ask for negotiations to be made in good faith. We believe that the government has not 
engaged fully or seriously in negotiations with our unions with regards our agreed pension rights. We 
emphatically reject the slur that public sector workers receive ‘gold plated pensions’. I can only 
presume that this comes from a consideration of their own scheme, rather than wider public sector 
workers pension schemes. The government’s tactics appear to us to seek to discredit the profession, 
and to be an unfair portrayal of those who work in school.  
 
Working with children is more than profession, it is a calling. This school, like so many others, could 
not be successful without so many people, both staff and parents, giving their time and energy over 
and above expectations, in the service of the children we all care for. All of us give our time happily 
and generously, and we resent the distraction created by the current grandstanding. We are as a 
staff completely committed to supporting our unions and to take any action necessary up to, but not 
including strike action, in supporting their attempts to engage the government in proper negotiation.  
 
As a consequence, the school will be open as normal on Wednesday 30th November. 
 
 
 Yours Sincerely, 

 
 
John Starling,  
on behalf of all those who work in the school. 


