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Welcome
to...

Welcome from the Executive Headteacher
I am thrilled to welcome you to Bure Valley School as Executive
Headteacher of the Bure Valley Junior and Aylsham High
School partnership.
Our partnership is all about getting the very best for all of
our children. It is designed to ensure that school leaders
and teachers can focus on what's most important of all;
improving teaching and learning in every classroom, and
ensuring that our children feel safe, secure and happy in their
learning. It also helps us to be able to prepare children well for key
transitions in their education such as starting year 3 or moving up to
secondary school. By working together we are able to create a
stronger, richer and more exciting education for our children and
for their families.

“Leaders,
managers and
governors are
focused on
driving
improvement.”

The slogan of The Aylsham Cluster Trust (TACT) is, "It takes a whole
community to educate a child”. We hope that you will choose to
become part of our vibrant, caring and thriving learning
community.

Duncan Spalding

Ofsted
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Bure
Valley
School

Introduction from the Head of School
Bure Valley is a thriving community school, devoted to the
education of the whole child. Unswerving in our pursuit of
excellence, we believe that all children can achieve in a climate
of Care, Creativity and Challenge.
Through imaginative approaches to our teaching,
regular low stake assessment, differentiated
challenges, effective intervention and an engaging
curriculum - our dedicated staff work
collaboratively to provide the framework needed for
every child to realise their full potential.
Quality assurance of teaching and learning,
combined with targeted performance development, means our
staff are well placed to meet the needs of all learners.
At Bure Valley, our values produce a school culture that is positive,
nurturing and respectful. Creating classrooms where great learning
can occur. Firm in our belief that children come first, we strive to
ensure all pupils feel safe and well cared for. We actively promote
independence, confidence and teamwork.

“[Pupils] are
well prepared
for life in
modern Britain.”
Ofsted

We believe that it takes a whole community to educate a child;
and know that children flourish when home and school take
collective responsibility for the development of the child.
As Head of School, I look forward to working in partnership with
you.

Jamie Olney
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Mission,
Vision &
Aims

Mission Statement and Vision
For Bure Valley School to be an excellent, inclusive and safe learning
community, in which all children, parents, staff, governors and
members of the wider community have mutual care and respect
for each other. Pupils and staff members are creative in their
teaching and learning and challenge each other to achieve full
potential in their academic, creative, personal, physical, moral
and spiritual development.
Our School Vision is to promote ‘Care, Creativity and Challenge’.
Our aims for Care:

For pupils to respect themselves, the school and the people
within it at all times by showing high levels of engagement,
courtesy, collaboration and cooperation.
For pupils to take an active role in environmental issues that

affect the school, the local community and the wider world.

To respect the cultures and beliefs of others even if they are
different from their own.

For pupils to have an understanding of how to be safe and
to make safe and sensible choices.

Through a cross-curricular approach, for pupils to make
appropriate healthy life-style choices and enjoy sport,
exercise and participation in a variety of physical activities.

“The most
able pupils
achieve well
because they
are given
challenging
work to do
and much is
expected of
them.”
Ofsted
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Our aims for Creativity:

To enhance creativity through open-ended activities,
problem solving and the manipulation of materials and ideas.

For pupils to be involved in their learning, both in the
classroom and the wider school community, such as through
the School Council and Circle Time meetings.

For the school environment to reflect the creative nature of
our children.

For pupils to be confident with technology and to make
appropriate decisions about when and how to use technology
to support learning.

Through an engaging curriculum, to develop pupils who have
a genuine life-long love of learning.
Our aims for Challenge:

For all groups of pupils to make at least expected progress
across the curriculum and to consistently exceed National levels.

For all pupils to be resilient and persistent in their learning.

For all pupils to learn independently and be self-motivated and
reflective.

For all pupils to take risks in their learning and to learn positively
from mistakes.

The school team will work together strongly with a collective
drive to challenge both on an individual and corporate level.
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Safe
guarding

Safeguarding at Bure Valley School
All educational establishments are required to adhere to the
statutory guidance as outlined in Working Together to Safeguard
Children (2015) and Keeping Children Safe in Education, DfE (2015)
and to follow Norfolk Safeguarding Children Board
procedures in order to safeguard and promote
the welfare of children. In doing so, schools
are expected to consult the Norfolk
County Council Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) if they
believe there is a possibility that a
child may be suffering from abuse
or neglect.
A referral to MASH is not intended
to be an accusation of any
particular action or against any
particular person. It is the reporting
of concerns which have come to the
school’s attention. This is in
accordance with Norfolk Safeguarding
Children Board child protection
procedures and the Bure Valley School
safeguarding policy.
Both documents are publicly available and can be
consulted by parents/carers.
The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is:
Jamie Olney

Head of School

The Alternate Designated Safeguarding Leads (ADSLs) are:
Duncan Spalding
Helen Pope
Helen Howard
Sally Fox

Executive Headteacher
Assistant Headteacher
Assistant Headteacher
Pastoral Leader

The designated safeguarding governor is:
Diane Scott
For updated information on
safeguarding children in Norfolk,
visit the Norfolk Safeguarding
Children Board website at:
www.lscb.norfolk.gov.uk.

“Pupils’
personal
development
and welfare
are
outstanding.”
Ofsted
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Admissions

Admission and transfer procedure
Bure Valley School is a non-selective, state-funded junior school
serving children of all abilities. Children are admitted at the
beginning of the academic year in which they become seven
years old (Year 3).
How do I apply?
You can apply online during the three transfer rounds at:
www.admissionsonline.norfolk.gov.uk
Alternatively, complete a paper application available from the
Norfolk County Council website at www.norfolk.gov.uk/admissions
or from the school office.
Parents/carers who are considering sending their child/ren to
Bure Valley are encouraged to arrange an appointment to look
around the school and meet the Head of School. During the
summer term of Year 2, the parents/carers of pupils joining the
school in the following September are invited to attend a meeting
at the school. New children have the opportunity to visit the
school on several occasions during the summer term to familiarise
themselves with the surroundings and to meet their new teachers.
Priorities for admission
If there are more applications for places than there are places
available, Pupil Admissions will give preference to children living
nearest to the school, according to the following rules in this
order of priority:
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7
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Children with a statement of special educational needs/
Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan naming Bure Valley
School.
Children looked after by a Local Authority (children in care).
Children who live within the catchment area and have a
brother or sister attending the school at the time of their
admission.
Children who live within the catchment area and have no
brother or sister attending the school at the time of their
admission.
Children who live outside the catchment area and have a
brother or sister attending the school at the time of their
admission.
Children living outside the catchment area and have no
brother or sister attending the school at the time of their
admission.

If all children within any of the rules cannot be offered a place, the
highest priority will be given to children living nearest to the school
within that rule. To determine who lives nearest, distance is
measured on a straight line ‘as the crow flies’ basis, using
Ordnance Survey data. The address will be measured from the
post office address point on the property. If, following the
application of admission rules and distance, two applicants
cannot be separated for a final place at the school,
Pupil Admissions will use random allocation to
determine the priority for the remaining place.

Transfer
procedure

If you are unsuccessful in your bid for a place
for your child at Bure Valley School, you have
the right to appeal.
Years 3 to 6
If you have just moved to the area with
children of school age, please contact
Pupil Admissions at Norfolk County Council on
0344 800 8020 or at admissions@norfolk.gov.uk.
All other admissions are coordinated centrally through
that office. However, parents/carers can state a
preference for the school which they wish their child to attend.
For further information, see A parents' guide to admissions to
schools in Norfolk, available on the Admissions section of the
Norfolk County Council website at:
www.norfolk.gov.uk/childrens_services/schools/school_admissions
Secondary transfer
Most children transfer to Aylsham High School at the beginning of
the autumn term following their 11th birthday at the end of Year 6.
During the summer term in Year 6, pupils spend three transition
days at the high school to meet their Year 7 teachers and to
familiarise themselves with their new classrooms and premises.
Our Year 6 teachers meet high school staff to discuss each child so
that next steps in learning are anticipated.
For children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND),
our class teachers/SENDCO will discuss specific needs and the
nature and level of support which has had the most impact.

“Pupils are well
prepared for
secondary
school,
particularly
so because
of the close
partnership
with the high
school .”
Ofsted

Carol Flatters, Parent Support Adviser for the Aylsham Cluster, can
provide additional targeted support for individual pupils.
For further information, please contact Sally Fox, Pastoral Leader,
at extendedschools@burevalley.norfolk.sch.uk.

Care | Creativity | Challenge

8

Admission
of disabled
pupils
Arrangements for the admission of disabled pupils

“Pupils feel
they are
listened to
and their
opinions
count.”

The Department for Education (DfE) has published non-statutory
guidance on how schools can fulfil their duties under the Equality
Act. Since 1 October 2010, the Equality Act has replaced previous
equality legislation, including the Race Relations Act, Disability
Discrimination Act and Sex Discrimination Act.
Under the Equality Act, schools have a duty to make ‘reasonable
adjustments’ for people with disabilities. In paragraph 4.13 of the
departmental advice document, the DfE summarises the duty as:



Ofsted


Where something a school does places a disabled pupil at a
disadvantage compared with other pupils, then the school
must take reasonable steps to try and avoid that
disadvantage.
Schools will be expected to provide an auxiliary aid or service
for a disabled pupil when it would be reasonable to do so
and if such an aid would alleviate any substantial
disadvantage that the pupil faces in comparison with
non-disabled pupils.

Bure Valley School ensures procedures are in place to meet this
guidance so that:







9

Care | Creativity | Challenge

Disabled pupils are supported to
participate in the school curriculum to
their maximum ability.
The school environment enables
disabled pupils to take advantage of
education and associated services.
The ethos in school prevents disabled
pupils being treated less favourably than
other pupils.

Timetable
The school day
The times of school sessions are as follows:

TIME

SESSION

8:30 am

Playground supervision begins
Children should not arrive before
this time

8:45 am

Bell rings, children line up

8:50 - 9:00 am

Registration

9:00 - 9:20 am

Assembly

9:20 - 10:20 am

Session 1

10:20 - 10:35 am

Morning break

10:35 - 11:35 am

Session 2

11:35 am - 12:15 pm

Session 3

12:15 - 1:15 pm

Lunch break

1:15 - 1:20 pm

Registration

1:20 - 2:15 pm

Session 4

2:15 - 3:15 pm

Session 5

3:15 pm

End of school day

“Pupils are
proud of their
school and
say how
much they
enjoy their
lessons.”
Ofsted
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The school curriculum

Curriculum

Academic achievement
We have high expectations of academic achievement. Children
are expected to work hard and recognise that each day at school
provides the opportunity to gain new experiences, knowledge,
understanding and skills. Children do better when parents/carers
work closely with the school and we encourage parents/carers to
take a keen interest in their children’s education, making learning
a part of everyday life.
English and mathematics
It is our responsibility to ensure that pupils become confident
and competent users of the English Language.
Our fundamental task is to teach your child to speak, read and
write English effectively.

“The school
teaches a
broad and
balanced
range of
subjects that
takes into
account the
needs and
aspirations of
all pupils.”
Ofsted

Equal attention is given to pupils becoming numerate. Children
are taught Mathematics daily through a range of experiences.
The National Curriculum
All children study the new National Curriculum (introduced in
September 2014) which offers a broad, balanced, relevant and
differentiated education. Pupils are taught the ‘core’ subjects of
English, Mathematics and Science, and the ‘foundation’ subjects
of History, Geography, Music, Art, Physical Education (PE), Design
and Technology (DT), Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE,
which includes Sex and Relationships Education), Modern Foreign
Languages (Spanish: Years 3 and 4, French: Years 5 and 6) and
Religious Education (RE). Computing is taught across the
curriculum.
World citizen knowledge
At Bure Valley School we recognise the need for a broad and
balanced curriculum. We want our learners to develop their core
knowledge of the world around them, because we believe that
being ‘knowledge rich’ will help our pupils to further develop their
literacy and comprehension skills - thus enabling pupils to fulfil their
potential.
Gifted and Talented
We are committed to providing an environment
which encourages all pupils to maximise their
potential. We seek to identify pupils who display
a particular talent or gift to ensure that we meet
their needs as learners and support them to work
to their full ability whilst in our care.

11
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Assessment, record keeping and reporting
Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning
process. Assessments are made by teachers throughout the school
year to identify next steps in pupil learning. These are undertaken
in a variety of forms, including regular pupil progress meetings,
observations, teacher marking/pupil response, teacher/pupil
discussion, self/peer marking and practical/oral/written/memory
tasks. Throughout Key Stage Two, the children will be given
assistance with the skills and concepts necessary to help them
achieve any of these assessments with confidence and to the best
of their ability. Each year, pupils in Years 3, 4 and 5 take a
standardised formal assessment test in English and Mathematics,
and Year 6 pupils sit national end of Key Stage Two tests.
During the spring term parent/carers’ meeting and at the end of
the summer term, parents/carers will receive teacher assessments
for their child’s English and Mathematics attainment.
Parent/carer - teacher consultation meetings
 Autumn term
We will discuss how children have settled into new classes and
general progress of pupils.
 Spring term
There will be a consultation meeting for all parents/carers to
discuss progress and an additional meeting for Year 6 parents/
carers to discuss test procedures.
 Summer term
A written report is sent home and parents/carers can discuss
informally any specific queries with their child’s class teacher.

Assessment

“Pupils are
making good
progress
because of the
improvements
in teaching and
careful tracking
of their
performance.”
Ofsted

Key Stage Two SATs results 2015
% Pupils achieving Level 4 or above in Reading,
Writing and Mathematics

76%

% Pupils achieving Level 5 or above in Reading,
Writing and Mathematics.

21%

% Pupils making 2 levels progress in Reading

89%

% Pupils making 2 levels progress in Writing

90%

% Pupils making 2 levels progress in Mathematics

75%

Further information regarding Bure Valley School pupil
performance is available on the Department for Education (DfE)
performance table website, in the following location:
www.education.gov.uk/cgi-bin/schools/
performance/school.pl?urn=120911

Care | Creativity | Challenge
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Promoting
positive
behaviour

Rewarding positive attitudes and behaviour
Our aim is to maximise the potential of each pupil’s learning by
ensuring that the school environment is safe, secure and structured
to meet their needs. We have very high expectations of our pupils
and a belief that every student is capable of meeting them.
When children thrive at school and at home, it is usually because
the boundaries are very clear and there are straightforward
consequences if they stray beyond them. We have a range of
systems for rewarding positive behaviour, which include:

 House points
All children and staff are allocated to one of our four houses Amber, Emerald, Ruby and Zircon. Each year group is
divided between the four houses so that pupils acquire a
sense of camaraderie and collaboration across the school, in
addition to that within their class/year group.
Children receive ‘house points’ whenever positive behaviour is
observed (ie settling quickly to work, helping a peer).

 Stars of the week
Two children from each class are selected as ‘stars of the week’
for especially good attitudes and behaviour. Recipients are
awarded a special certificate during assembly.

“Pupils have
excellent
attitudes to
learning and
get on very
well with one
another and
with staff .”
Ofsted

 Celebrating Excellence Awards
Once every half term an award is given to two children from
each class have demonstrated good behaviours for learning
throughout the half term.

 The Governors’ Annual Award
The Governors’ Annual Award is
presented to two pupils in Year 6
who, during their time at
Bure Valley School, have most
reflected the ethos of the
school.
Expectations are high and
these awards are given for work,
attitude and behaviour over and
above that normally expected during
the school day.

13
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Behaviour
for
learning

‘Traffic light’ faces behaviour system
We use a ‘traffic light’ faces behaviour system which is based on
the principle that, once students know the rules and the
consequences, they can make the right choices for themselves
and for others. The rules have to be clear and the
consequences must be consistent for this to work, and this is
our aim in implementing this system. All pupils begin each
day on a ‘green face’ and, throughout the day, they
can choose to display positive attitudes and
behaviours to remain there or, for excellent behaviour,
progress to ‘halo’. Disruptive or unacceptable
behaviour will result in a series of warnings/
consequences in the following order:

HALO

Children displaying positive attitudes
and behaviour - move names to halo
and receive a sticker.
If on ‘halo’ for three days in a week, children
will be awarded a special sticker on Friday.

GREEN

All pupils start the day on ‘green’ and can
progress to ‘halo’.

YELLOW

Loss of five minutes from
break / lunch. Focus on
moving name back up
to ‘green’.

ORANGE

Loss of ten minutes from
break / lunch.
Clear warning to be
given for the
consequences and
seriousness of ‘red’.

RED

CONSISTENTLY
RED

Loss of whole lunchtime.

A ‘Just to Let You
Know’ slip may be
sent home to
inform parents/
carers.
Member of SLT to
sign the slip
brought to them by
the child and
discuss their
behaviour with
them.
Letter home with
reply slip to confirm
that parents/carers
have read the
letter.

“There has
been a
marked
improvement
in behaviour
as a result of
rigorous and
consistent
approaches
by all staff to
implementing
the new
behaviour
policy.”
Ofsted

Meeting with parents/carers to discuss child’s
behaviour and strategies to improve.

Care | Creativity | Challenge
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SEND

Children with special educational needs
and disabilities (SEND)
There are times when some children need additional support
during their school life to ensure that they have full access to the
National Curriculum. Partnership work with parents/carers is crucial
in this process.
Through our special educational needs provision and
with assistance from parents/carers, outside
agencies and local special schools, we endeavour
to identify promptly a child’s specific needs and
respond appropriately. This might include
implementing individual programmes or making
adjustments/adaptations to the curriculum or
resources.
For further information about our provision for
pupils with special educational needs and
disabilities, see our SEN information report,
local offer and provision map at:
www.burevalleyschool.org.uk/
school-information/sen/

“Disabled
pupils and
those with
special
educational
needs make
good progress
from their
different
starting points
because staff
know their
needs well
and provide
tailored
support for
them.”

Equal Opportunities
We endeavour to ensure that all members of the school
community have equality of opportunity and we treat each other
with equal respect irrespective of origin, belief, gender or ability.
We recognise and value the diversity of culture and language,
and aim to reflect this in all aspects of school life.

Ofsted
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Exceptional facilities, accessible to all

Facilities

Bure Valley School is an inclusive school which is fully accessible for
disabled children, parents/carers and staff. All entrances and exits
have wheelchair access and there are disabled access lavatories.
Convenient on-site visitor parking is available and there are plans
and policies to ensure equality of provision for all children,
regardless of gender, race or ability. All pupils have
access to the school’s excellent facilities, which
include:



bright and colourful classrooms, full of natural
light and each equipped with an interactive
whiteboard;



‘outdoor class rooms’;



the ‘Whisper space’, a specifically designed
resource centre with a well-stocked library,
computer facilities and ‘pods’ for small group/
individual work;



a music, drama and media studio with an array of instruments
(including extensive orchestral and percussion) and Green
Screen technology;



a large assembly hall with audio visual equipment;



a terraced outdoor assembly area;



a large nature garden with pond;



extensive landscaped playing fields with cricket pitch, circuit
track and football pitches;



two spacious and interactive playground areas with
climbing/games apparatus and courts for tennis and hockey;



an outdoor theatre;



a raised bed produce garden/allotment with
greenhouses;



a covered wooden seating area for outdoor
learning activities.



links with Aylsham High School which enhances our
curriculum, teaching and learning through shared
use of facilities, resources and specialist teaching.

“The school is
an attractive
learning
environment,
which
celebrates
pupils’ work
and motivates
them to learn.”
Ofsted
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Well-being

“Outstanding
pastoral
support.”
Ofsted

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural well-being
(SMSC), including British values
We aim to support the SMSC development of each child by
providing knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs,
practises and festivals and promoting fundamental British values.
In addition, pupils are given the opportunity to explore concepts in
order to understand themselves spiritually.
Collective worship
Assemblies are held daily and are seen as important social and
educational occasions, as well as acts of worship.
The celebration of various festivals provides a focus on
moral and spiritual aspects of school life, to celebrate
diversity and to recognise common beliefs and views.
Assembly themes encourage children to consider
their community and to emphasise the need for
everyone to improve their contribution to it,
including skills of co-operation, respect and
tolerance of others (irrespective of faith, race and
culture) and respect for property. There are
opportunities to reflect quietly and to celebrate
achievement and success.

“Pupils
have a good
understanding
of British values,
including
democracy,
the rule of law
and respect for
one another.
They are well
prepared for
life in modern
Britain.”
Ofsted
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Religious Education (RE) and worship are given in accordance with
the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus, a copy of which may be viewed at
the school on request. Parents/carers wishing to withdraw their
child from RE or the devotional part of morning assemblies are
invited to discuss the matter with the Head of School.
Pastoral care
We want all pupils to be happy, settled and working to their full
potential at Bure Valley School. However, we are aware that
sometimes children experience challenging times which can
become barriers to learning and well-being. Sally Fox, our Pastoral
Leader, works closely with teachers and parents/carers to make
sure that children are in school and learning, as well as to identify
any issues or areas of concern. She aims to detect issues promptly
in order to implement extra help and support before situations
worsen. In some cases, Sally will liaise with outside agencies to
provide targeted intervention, as appropriate. Strong links with
Carol Flatters, Parent Support Adviser at Aylsham High School,
provide access to additional local support and advice for parents/
carers. For further information, please contact Sally Fox at:
extendedschools@burevalley.norfolk.sch.uk

Care | Creativity | Challenge

Personal, social and health education (PSHE)

PSHE

Throughout their time at Bure Valley School, pupils are made
aware of the importance of personal development. Many topics
are covered in the curriculum planning, but other elements are
dealt with at the appropriate age and level, including
relationships, personal hygiene, drug education, e-safety,
community cohesion, safety on roads and other contexts.
Parents/carers are kept informed of issues being addressed and
are actively encouraged to contribute and get involved.
During their time at Bure Valley, children are given the opportunity
to learn about aspects of sex and relationship education, focusing
on their changing bodies and the creation of new life with an
emphasis placed on positive relationships. As children get older,
this is presented in small single sex groups, in such a way that gives
due regard to moral considerations and the value of family life.
Children’s questions are answered in an open, sensitive and honest
manner in order to avoid confusion and anxiety.
Prior to the commencement of the topic, parents/carers are
invited to meet the teachers and to view the teaching materials
used. We respect the right of parents/carers to withdraw their
child/ren from all or part of the non-science based lessons.

“The school
council has a
strong voice
and pupils are
trained as
anti-bullying
ambassadors.”
Ofsted

School Council
The Bure Valley School Council is a group of students who
are elected to represent the views of all pupils with the
aim of improving their school. The School Council and
the democratic election process represents our
commitment to promoting fundamental British values
in accordance with Ofsted guidelines on Spiritual,
Moral, Social and Cultural Education.
During the first half of the autumn term, two children
from each class are elected as school councillors.
Every two/three weeks, the school council meets (with a
teacher present) to discuss issues relevant to the children and
their school life. Councillors return to their classes and hold class
councils to obtain views and feedback from proposed ideas.
These views are fed back at the following school council meeting.
Over the past year, the school council has extended school
provision, assisted with the selection of the new head of school, led
Q&A sessions with the leadership team/staff, provided ideas for
improving outside space and helped to organise the Spring Fayre.

Care | Creativity | Challenge

18

Homeschool
partnership

A partnership with parents/carers:
our home-school agreement
Children will get the most out of their education when we all work
together on every issue. The school seeks to work in partnership
with parents/carers to support pupils, which means that both
school and home have to develop good communication links.
Please let us know about anything that might affect your
child - we might be able to help. If parents/carers have
any comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to
speak to your child’s class teacher, in the first instance, or a
member of the Senior Leadership Team. Each child is given
a home/school planner which both teachers and pupils fill in.
We also encourage parents/carers to add comments.
Parents/carers will:

“You have
always
listened
and talked
through
concerns
quickly.”
Parent



Ensure their child attends school regularly, on time and
properly equipped, providing a note of explanation if their
child is absent through sickness, or requesting and completing
a leave of absence form for any other absence.



Inform the school of any concerns or problems that might
affect their child’s work or behaviour (such as the effects of
changes in family circumstances or the death of a family
pet).



Encourage their child to show kindness, consideration and
respect to others.



Encourage their child to be enthusiastic about learning,
always to do their best, to enjoy school and to share school
experiences with us.



Support the school’s policies and guidelines for behaviour.



Attend parent/carers’ evenings and discussions about their
child’s progress.



Support their child in homework and other opportunities for
home learning.

Pupils will:
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Listen to people.
Be gentle, kind and helpful.
Be honest.
Work hard.
Be involved in their learning.
Look after each other and all property.

Bure Valley School will:



Provide a friendly welcome to your child and a secure,
stimulating, caring family environment in which to learn.



Ensure that your child is valued for who they are and is helped
to make good progress in their academic, emotional, social,
moral, spiritual and cultural developments.



Encourage children to respect themselves, their fellow pupils,
staff and surroundings.



Strive to provide the best education for your child, through
enthusiastic teaching rooted in our values, skills and best
practice initiatives.



Aim to achieve high standards of work and behaviour
through building good relationships and developing a sense
of responsibility.



Provide you with information about your child’s progress,
including an annual report, and provide you with
opportunities to talk to teachers/teaching assistants.



Keep you well informed about school policies and activities
through regular letters and newsletters.



Inform you of any concerns regarding your child’s
behaviour, well-being, work or health.



Contact parents/carers if there is a concern
regarding attendance or punctuality.



Be open and welcoming at all times and offer
opportunities for parents/carers to become
involved in the daily life of the school.

“Teachers
and
Teaching
Assistants
are
extremely
friendly and
helpful.”
Parent

Together we will:



Challenge your child to strive for the highest
standard of personal, social and intellectual
development and aim for excellence in all that
they do.



Foster an understanding of the multi-cultural and diverse
world in which we live, promoting respect and tolerance.



Attempt to support the fuller life of the community to which
we belong.



Meet the aims of the school’s vision.



Respond promptly to any additional needs or concerns
identified and to provide appropriate targeted support.
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Helping
the
school

“This session
has given me
much more
confidence
to help my
son with his
homework.”

How you can help the school
We welcome your involvement in your child’s education. We need
your help to ensure that your child makes the most of their time at
Bure Valley School.
Homework
We believe that children learn best when home and school work in
partnership. Children are given weekly homework with the
expectation that tasks will be completed by the deadline given.
This is a valuable opportunity to consolidate classroom learning.
Please support your child with their homework by discussing their
tasks and allowing time and a quiet space for them to undertake
it. Do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher if you require further
advice.
Homework includes:



Reading at least three times per week and maintaining a
basic home reading record.



Weekly English and mathematics activities.



Key world citizen knowledge - tests, quizzes and questions.



Occasional research activities.

Parent

A home-school planner is provided to communicate homework
specifics and to record completion. These are monitored
by your child’s class teacher on a weekly basis.
Parent/carer meetings
We arrange a number of meetings
throughout the year so that you can
meet us.
These include:

21

Care | Creativity | Challenge



Termly parent/carer - teacher
meetings when you can
discuss your child’s progress.
Attendance at these meetings
is very important.



Parent/carer workshops to
support your child.

Newsletters
Half termly year group newsletters provide curriculum overviews,
information about class topics and current and future events at
Bure Valley. They are aimed at helping parents/carers to provide
support for learning at home. Fortnightly whole school newsletters
provide bulletins on school news, events and developments.

School
contact
links

Website
Parents/carers can always find out more about our school
by viewing our website at:
www.burevalleyschool.org.uk
BVS Forum on Facebook
The BVS Forum was set up, following discussions with
parents/carers, as a two-way communication stream
between the parents/carers of current pupils and the
school’s governors and staff. Please feel free to post
comments or send messages to the administrators. Depending
on the nature of the question or comment, it may be answered
directly by school or referred to the relevant person (ie staff
member, governor) for a more detailed answer. A reply will be
sent either via the page or by direct email.
School staff are very approachable and welcome any opportunity
to answer questions from you. In most cases we would
recommend that you speak either to your child’s class teacher or
to the school office in the first instance.
Should you wish to be added to the Forum, please apply to the
administrator on the Facebook page. For further information,
speak with Helen Pope.
Please note: the Forum is intended as a communication tool only.
Any inappropriate comments will be removed and the sender
will be redirected to the school to discuss the matter
further.
Family learning sessions
In partnership with the Aylsham Cluster Trust, we hold
regular family learning sessions for parents/carers,
grandparents and other family members to join your
child in class and to take part in a fun activity.
The emphasis on these informal sessions is to enjoy an
activity with your child, to meet other parents/carers
and to develop a greater awareness of the school
environment and what your child is learning. Refreshments
are provided. For further information, see page 25.
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Trips
and visits

Educational visits and residential experiences
Educational visits and residential trips are part of the school
curriculum and are carefully planned to support the learning of
your child. On entry to the school, you are asked to sign a form
allowing your child to visit local places of interest where no
transport will be required. For other visits, you will be asked to sign
and return a permission slip.
Children are supervised very closely on all visits.
Charges
There will be some educational visits and residential trips
that need transport and admission fees. We invite you to
make a voluntary contribution to enable the school to
continue providing valuable educational visits which
enrich the learning of your child.
If insufficient contributions are received, trips may need to be
cancelled. As a school, we endeavour to ensure the equality of
access for all pupils to clubs, trips and activities.
Please see page 32 for additional information regarding charges
for school activities.

“Thank you to
all involved in
organising
the o2 trip…it
was the most
incredible
experience.”
Parent

Swimming
We aim for all children to be confident swimmers by the end of
their time at Bure Valley School. Lessons focus on children
achieving their first swimming certificates, sometimes through
mixed age classes according to need. The children travel by
coach to the swimming pool, located at Aylsham High School.
All children are required to wear swimming hats in the pool.
This swimming period is considered to be a necessary part of each
child’s educational development, especially with such easy
access to coastal and inland waterways in the region.
We ask for your co-operation in supporting your child’s weekly
participation in swimming lessons. Parents/carers will be notified
when their child’s swimming lessons will take place.
Please note: letters from parents/carers are required if PE, games or
swimming lessons are to be missed.
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Extended
learning

Extended schools
Bure Valley School offers a broad range of extra-curricular clubs,
held before and after school and during lunch breaks. Activities
change termly and are a combination of clubs run by the school
and external professionals. Charges apply to some (but not all)
clubs. For a listing of current clubs and fees, see the Extended
Schools page on the website, at:
www.burevalleyschool.org.uk/children/extended-schools
Breakfast and tea clubs
A breakfast club (open from 7:30 am) and an after school tea club
operate every school day. The tea club runs two sessions: 3:15 4:30 pm and 4:30 - 6:00 pm. Children can attend either or both
sessions (charges are applied accordingly).
For a breakdown of charges, please see the Extended Schools
page on the school website or ask for our breakfast and tea club
registration form. Please note: breakfast and tea club sessions
require booking and payment in advance.
For further information regarding clubs or to make bookings for
breakfast and tea clubs, please contact Sally Fox, Pastoral Leader,
at breakfastandteaclub@burevalley.norfolk.sch.uk.

“The
breakfast
club and
tea club
are popular
and
run well.”
Ofsted

The Children’s University
The Children's University offers 5 to 14 year olds exciting,
high-quality learning activities and experiences outside normal
school hours. The aims of the Children’s University are to
encourage young people to make full use of the breadth of
learning opportunities outside the school day, to help children
become life-long learners and to increase their skills, knowledge
and self-confidence.
All children at Bure Valley School receive a ‘Passport to Learning’
for the Norfolk Children’s University and can achieve credits
towards Norfolk and national awards. Children receive certificates
from Norfolk Children’s University and can graduate from the
National Children’s University through the University of East Anglia.
For further information and lists of participating learning
providers, see:
www.norfolk.gov.uk/Childrens_services/
Activities_for_children_and_young_people/Childrens_University
or
www.childrensuniversity.co.uk
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Our
community

The Aylsham Cluster Trust
“The Aylsham
Cluster Trust
is a brilliant
community
organisation.
My son loved
the outdoor
learning event
held at
Blickling.”

Bure Valley School is a member of the Aylsham Cluster Trust, a
group of nine local schools which work collaboratively
to promote learning and the interests of the family
and wider community in the Aylsham area.
As part of their work, regular family learning
sessions are held to increase parental
involvement in pupil learning.
The Trust’s vision:



Our collaboration of schools aims to work in partnership with
children, young people, their families and local communities,
clubs and societies. Together we strive to provide an inspiring
range of experiences that aim to raise standards and
aspirations and to improve opportunities for all.



Our vision is for all children to learn in a rich and stimulating
partnership that provides additional opportunities for us to
work together creatively.



We endeavour to respect the individuality of the range of
schools working within a supportive culture and building on
our relationship of trust.

Bure Valley School
parent



We also aspire to adopt the cooperative values of
self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality,
equity and community solidarity, and the ethical
values of honesty, openness, trust, social
responsibility and caring for others to underpin our
collaboration.

For further information, or if you would like to
support the work of the Trust see:
www.aylshamcluster.co.uk
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Friends
of
BVS

The Friends of Bure Valley School Association
The aim of the Friends of Bure Valley School Association is to
improve learning opportunities for pupils through enhanced school
facilities.
The association arranges various fundraising events throughout the
year to raise money for the school, and promotes relationships
between staff, parents/carers and the local
community. The money raised is used to
fund special projects within the school
which are not usually catered for
within school or departmental
budgets, such as climbing
apparatus, playground
markings and special events.
Membership of the
association is automatic for
all parents/carers, teachers
and governors of the
school, and is open to
members of the local
community keen to provide
support.
The annual general meeting of
the association is held early in the
autumn term. All parents/carers are
warmly invited to join the committee to
discuss the plans for the year ahead.
If you would like to find out more, please speak to the school office
staff who will put you in contact with a committee member.
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Attendance

“Attendance is
consistently
above average,
reflecting pupils’
enjoyment of
school, parents’
commitment to
the school and
the excellent
systems the
school uses to
promote
attendance.
Punctuality
is also very
strong.”
Ofsted

Punctuality and attendance
Bure Valley School believes that high attendance is essential for a
child to reach their full potential and we will consistently work
towards a goal of 100% attendance for all children. It is very
important that your child arrives at school by 8:45 am. In order to
maintain safety for all pupils, the side gates are locked at 9:00 am.
Please use the main gate after this time.
Absence from school can usually only be justified when your child
is ill. Family holidays, outings and, where possible, medical and
dental appointments must be arranged out of school time.
If, for any reason, your child is late/absent, a message or letter must
be given to the school office before 9:00 am explaining the reason
for the absence/lateness. If a child has not arrived by the end of
registration at 9:15 am, the school office will call home to enquire
the reason for the absence.
Children should be collected at 3:15 pm. If your normal collection
arrangements fail, please telephone before the end of school to
let us know.
It is vital that you keep us informed
of any changes of address or telephone number.
Holidays during term time
We are very keen that pupils attend school regularly and
punctually. With the demands placed on schools for target setting
and raising standards, any time missed may cause pupils to fall
behind with their work. As a consequence, holidays or leave of
absence during term time will be discouraged and parents/carers
will be reminded of the effect that absence can have on a pupil’s
potential achievement. The school will consider any
application for leave of absence and will only agree to
authorise the absence in exceptional circumstances;
parents/carers must apply in advance for permission
for their child to have leave of absence, and children
who miss school for other reasons, will be marked
with an unauthorised absence. Please be aware
that taking unauthorised holidays during term time
may result in a fine.
Please remember that, like you, the school wants
the very best for your child.
If you have any concerns, however trivial,
please come and talk to us as soon as possible.
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Health
matters

Child health
Medicines
The administration of medicines to children is the responsibility of
parents/carers. It is the school’s policy that no medicines or tablets
are brought to school and the administering of medicines should be
undertaken out of school hours, unless a consent form (obtained
from the office) is completed. Alternatively, parents/carers may
arrange to administer the medicines during school times, in which
case, children may need to go home to lunch or the parent/carer
may need to visit the school. However, the Head of School will
consider a request for medication to be taken at school in
special circumstances:
(a) When a child is well enough to return to school, but
must finish a course of prescribed medicine, such as
antibiotics. (b) Where it is not possible for a parent/
carer to get into school or for the child to leave in order
to have the medicine. Any medicines left at school
must be stored in a labelled box with precise instructions.
Medical needs
Bure Valley School keeps a record of medical needs and the
type of medication required - please let the office know if your
child is diagnosed with a medical condition. Pupils who have asthma
keep their blue reliever inhaler with them at all times.
First aid
If a child has a minor bump or injury, they will be treated at school by
a qualified first aider. Parents/carers are contacted if necessary.
In the event of any injury from the neck up, a text is sent home
but the school will ring if we are at all concerned. All injuries are
recorded in the school accident book.
Emergencies
In the event of a more serious injury, parents/carers will be
contacted immediately. It is important that you keep us informed
of any changes of address or telephone number. If we are unable
to contact you, the school will act in loco parentis (‘in the place of a
parent’) and will support the child as necessary.
Medical/dental appointments during school hours
Medical and dental appointments must be arranged out of school
hours, where possible. However, if you do require your child to leave
school during the school day, you must arrange to collect them from
school and sign them in and out. Children will not be allowed to
leave school premises during the school day without a parent/carer.
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Uniform

School uniform
Children must wear school uniform every day.
Please write your child’s name on all items of clothing as the school
will not accept responsibility for any items of lost clothing.
Items with the school logo can be purchased from:
Kayes of Aylsham
21 Red Lion Street
Aylsham
Norwich
NR11 6ER
01263 734423
kayesofaylsham.co.uk
Closed Wednesdays and Sundays

Basic equipment
Each new child will
be given a black
ink handwriting pen
and an HB pencil at
the start of their first
year. We do not
permit the use of
biros or ballpoint
pens by pupils.
Other equipment
that your child will
find useful:






30 cm. ruler
Eraser
Pencil sharpener
Pencil case
Set of colouring
pencils (not felt
tip pens)

Non-logo items and standard pieces, such as trousers and polo
shirts, can be purchased from supermarkets and high street
retailers.

BOYS

GIRLS

Winter uniform
(autumn and spring terms):

Winter uniform
(autumn and spring terms):

 Black or dark grey trousers

 Black or grey skirt or trousers

(no track suits).
 White shirt or school polo

shirt.
 Scarlet sweatshirt, jumper or

cardigan.

(no track suits).
 White blouse or school polo

shirt.
 Scarlet sweatshirt, jumper or

cardigan.

 Black shoes (no trainers).

 Black shoes (no trainers).

Optional summer uniform
(summer term):

Optional summer uniform
(summer term):

 White polo shirt.

 Red/white checked or

 Dark grey/black shorts.

striped dress.
 Plain white, grey or black

socks/tights.
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PE clothes
In addition to school uniform, pupils are required to have specific
clothing for PE. These items should be stored in a named
draw string bag at school.
It is desirable for PE clothes to be washed regularly and
a change of socks provided weekly.
Please write your child’s name on
all items of clothing and bags.
BOYS

 Black/navy shorts.
 Scarlet or white t-shirt/polo

shirt.
 Black plimsolls (for indoor

and summer PE, drama and
movement lessons).
 Football boots/training shoes

(for outdoor games during
winter).
 Sweater or tracksuit (for use

during low temperatures).

GIRLS

 Black/navy gym pants or

shorts.
 Scarlet or white t-shirt/polo

shirt.
 Black plimsolls (for indoor

and summer PE, drama and
movement lessons).
 Football boots/training shoes

(for outdoor games during
winter).
 Sweater or tracksuit (for use

during low temperatures).

Jewellery
For safety reasons, stud earrings and wrist watches are the only
jewellery permitted. Stud earrings are the responsibility of parents/
carers and must be removed for PE, games and swimming lessons.
If you are considering having your child’s ears pierced, please do
so at the beginning of the summer holiday. If a watch is worn,
please ensure that it is named or can be identified.
Mobile phones, toys and games
Mobile phones are discouraged in school. However, in
exceptional circumstances, permission is granted if parents/carers
agree in writing to take responsibility for any loss or damage.
Mobile phones will be kept by class teachers or the office during
the day and returned to children at home time.

Hair
Sensible hair
styles are
required for all
pupils.
No extremes
e.g. no shaven
heads, dying of
hair, tram lines or
razor cuts.
Please ensure
that long hair is
tied up, away
from the face.
Make up
We do not permit
nail varnish and
other make up to
be worn at
school.
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Healthy
eating

School meals and healthy eating
School meals
Bure Valley is a ‘Healthy School’ and
balanced diets are encouraged as
part of a healthy lifestyle. Our healthy
and nutritious two-course school
meals are prepared daily, with both
a meat and a vegetarian option
offered.
If your child has any special dietary
requirements, please let us know.
Alternatively, children can bring a packed
lunch from home.
Please note: if a child forgets their packed lunch or dinner
money, the school will provide a meal on the understanding
that reimbursement will be made the next day.
The daily charge for a main meal and dessert is £2.20 (the value
of a free meal token). Lunches can be paid for on a daily basis or
in advance. Advance payments (weekly, monthly, half-termly or
more) can be made by writing a cheque made payable to
‘Bure Valley School’ for the relevant number of days, with a note
outlining the pupil details, and placing them together in the box
beside the main entrance door.
If your child is absent, payment for that day will be rolled over.
Snacks
The school promotes healthy eating and
encourages healthy snacks such as fruit,
nuts and dried fruit. Chewing gum and
carbonated/fizzy drinks are not allowed.
Water is available throughout the day
for all pupils. Please only send drinks in
plastic bottles or cartons - no glass
bottles.
A snack trolley is available for pupils
during morning break and offers a range
of healthy snacks and fruit at reasonable
prices.
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Additional
costs

Charges for school activities
The school recognises the valuable contribution that additional
activities, including clubs, trips and residential experiences, can
make towards pupils’ personal and social education. The school
aims to promote and provide such activities both as part of a broad
and balanced curriculum and as additional optional activities.
The Governing Body has decided to charge for certain activities
which take place both inside and outside school hours. Detailed
below are the activities and materials for which you will be
charged:
Music tuition
Individual tuition in playing a musical instrument,
which is neither part of the syllabus for an approved
public examination, nor part of the National
Curriculum. Charges may apply for instrumental
tuition given to groups of no more than four pupils.
Ingredients and materials
Ingredients and materials for practical subjects
where parents/carers have indicated in advance that
they wish to receive the finished articles.
Travel
The cost of travel when a pupil makes use of transport not provided
by the authority or school, to travel direct from home to an activity
approved by, but not provided by, the Local Authority or school.
Board and lodging
Board and lodging will be charged in all cases where a school
activity involves pupils in nights away from home.
Residential trips outside school hours
A residential trip is deemed to take place outside school hours
if the number of ‘missed’ school sessions is less than half of the
number of half days taken up by the trip. Charges will be
made as described above.
Public examinations
Charges are made for the entry of a pupil for a prescribed
examination for which he/she has not been prepared by the
school, or where the pupil entered for examinations in the same
subject with two examination boards.
Parents/carers who have difficulty meeting any charges should
discuss the matter in confidence with the Head of School.
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Important
information
Safety information
The school follows health and safety procedures set out by the
Local Authority and, for PE/Games, the Health and Safety
Guidelines for Physical Education that is supported
by the British Association of Advisors and
Lecturers in Physical Education (BAALPE).
In addition, the school carries out regular
risk assessments in all areas of the school.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure
that pupils enjoy safe and
challenging activities, we cannot
guarantee that, from time to time,
accidents at school will not happen.
For this reason some parents/carers
have sought to insure their child against
injury at school through their home
insurance policies, particularly with regard
to physical activities at school. If you would
like to discuss this area further, please contact the
Head of School.

“Pupils
compete in a
wide range of
tournaments
with other
schools .”
Ofsted
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There are many products on the market to help protect your child
during school activities, such as shin pads for football/hockey and
gumshields for hockey. Although health and safety guidelines do
not state that these items are compulsory within PE lessons, we
support parents/carers who would like their children to wear them
for games activities.
If your child represents the school at a
tournament or competition, shin pads
must be worn. In this instance,
these will be provided by the
school. However, if preferred,
parents/carers can provide
them from home.
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Further
information
Available documents
The following documents are available to borrow or read on the
premises:





All policies and curriculum overviews in current use
at school.
Ofsted inspection reports which relate
specifically to this school.
Governing Body minutes (signed and
approved).

In addition, the following documents are available
on the school website:







SEND Report and Local Offer
Pupil Premium statement
Sports Funding statement
Safeguarding information
‘Traffic light faces’ behaviour system

Complaints procedure
In the first instance, a concern should be addressed informally to
your child’s class teacher.
If the complaint remains unresolved, please
speak informally with the Assistant
Headteacher or Head of School.
If you wish to proceed with a formal
complaint, please see the Complaints
Procedure, available on the website (under
‘Policies’) or from the school office.

This prospectus is not a legal document and does not form
the basis of a contractual obligation.
It is used for information only and is accurate at the time of publication.
It is reviewed regularly.
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07984 616 938
Designed and produced by DVS Consultancy Services

Bure Valley School
Hungate Street
Aylsham
Norfolk NR11 6JZ

T: (01263) 733393
F: (01263) 732217
E: office@burevalley.norfolk.sch.uk
W: www.burevalleyschool.org.uk

