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29 April 2015 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,                          
 
We are delighted to announce that after careful consideration by both Governing Bodies, Bure Valley School 
and Aylsham High School have taken the decision to form a partnership.  As such, whilst our schools retain 
their individual identities and character, our Governing Bodies and Leadership Teams will work together to 
provide strategic leadership and direction for the education of students from Year 3 to Year 11.  This represents 
a tremendous opportunity to focus leadership and resources on continuing to raise standards in both of our 
schools.  The fortunes of Aylsham High School and Bure Valley School have long been inextricably intertwined 
and their success is crucial to the long term success of education in the town and wider Aylsham Cluster.  
 
As of Monday, 1 June 2015, Mr Duncan Spalding will become the Executive Headteacher across both schools.  
He will continue to be the Headteacher at Aylsham High School supported by Mr Phil Brockington, Director of 
Learning, who will deputise in Mr Spalding's absence.  Day-to-day, Bure Valley School will be led by Mrs 
Kathryn Burgess who will become Head of School, supported by Mrs Helen Pope and another newly appointed 
Assistant Headteacher.  In designing the partnership careful consideration has been given to ensure that 
leadership capacity in both schools is enhanced by working together. 
 
We have arranged parent meetings at both schools to provide more information about how partnerships 
arrangements will work and what the future might hold.  These meetings will also enable you to ask any 
questions you may have. They will take place at Bure Valley School on Wednesday, 13 May at 7 pm and at 
Aylsham High School on Wednesday, 20 May at 7 pm, both in the school hall.  The invitation is also extended 
to parents of children currently in the town's infant schools 
 
Great schools help to build great communities in partnership with parents. The cornerstone of any school’s 
success is establishing strong leadership that allows great teaching to happen and deep learning to flourish.  
We believe that our partnership plan has all of the right ingredients to help Bure Valley School and Aylsham 
High School enjoy success long into the future. This is an exciting opportunity for the families of Aylsham which 
will ensure the long term stability of our schools and we look forward to making the journey together. 
 
Yours faithfully 

      
Mrs J Youngs                Mrs S Dangerfield 
Chair of Governors, Aylsham High School            Chair of Governors, Bure Valley School 

 


