
Year 3 Geography core knowledge questions 

Q. What are the capital cities of the countries in Great Britain and Northern Ireland? 

 

Country Capital city 

England London 

Wales Cardiff 

Scotland Edinburgh 

Northern Ireland Belfast 

 

 

Q. Can you locate Norfolk, Norwich, Aylsham and the Broads on a map of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q. Can you locate all of the class countries on a map of the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Q4. What is the web link for google maps and how do you use it? 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps?hl=en&tab=wl    Type into the ‘Search Google Maps’ bar the 

place you want to locate (country, city/town or postcode). Once you have chosen your place 

you can create directions from or to it using the blue directions button. 

 

Q5.  Can you name any counties in England and locate any on a map? 

Bedfordshire  Beds  

Berkshire  Berks  

Bristol     

Buckinghamshire  Bucks  

Cambridgeshire  Cambs  

Cheshire     

Cornwall     

County Durham     

Cumbria     

Derbyshire  Derbys  

Devon     

Dorset     

East Riding of 

Yorkshire  

   

East Sussex     

Essex     

Gloucestershire  Glos  

Greater 

Manchester  

   

Japan 

Brazil 

Italy 

Mexico 

Spain 

France 

India 

Australia 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps?hl=en&tab=wl


 

 

Hampshire  Hants 

Hereford & 

Worcestershire 

   

Hertfordshire  Herts  

Isle of Wight     

Kent     

Lancashire  Lancs  

Leicestershire  Leics  

Lincolnshire  Lincs  

London     

Merseyside     

Middlesex  Middx  

Norfolk     

Northamptonshire  Northants  

Northumberland  Northumb  

North Yorkshire  N. Yorks  

Nottinghamshire  Notts  

Oxfordshire  Oxon 

Shropshire  Salop 

Somerset     

South Yorkshire  S. Yorks  

Staffordshire  Staffs  

Suffolk     

Surrey     

East Sussex and 

West Sussex 

   

Tyne & Wear     

Warwickshire  Warks  

West Midlands     

West Sussex     

West Yorkshire  W. Yorks  

Wiltshire  Wilts  



Q6. Can you name any of the major rivers in England?   

 

 

 

Q7. Can you name all of the 7 continents and locate them on a map? Can you name the world’s 

5 oceans? 

Continents 

Africa 

Antarctica 

Asia 

Australia (Oceania) 

Europe 

North America 

South America 



 

Q8. Can you identify the location of the equator on a map/globe? Can you identify the Northern 

and Southern hemisphere on a map/globe? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 Geography core knowledge questions 

 

Q1. Can you name any countries in… (one of the continents)? How many countries can you 

name in….? Research about one country in… and see if you can locate it on a map. How many 

countries are there in the world? 

Today there are 197 countries in the world. The independent country is not only self-governed 

nation with own authorities, this status needs the international diplomatic recognition of 

sovereignty. Thereby, we can say, that the total number of independent states in the world are 

197, including fully recognized 193 members of the United Nations, 2 countries, Vatican City and 

Palestine, have the status of permanent observers in the UN. Another 2 states we include are 

Kosovo (recognized by 108 UN members) and Taiwan (recognized by 22 countries).   

https://www.countries-ofthe-world.com/all-countries.html  

Alphabetical list of countries in Africa 

A Algeria 

Angola 

B Benin 

Botswana 

Burkina Faso 

Burundi 

C Cabo Verde 

Cameroon 

Central African Republic (CAR) 

Chad 

Comoros 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Republic of the Congo 

Cote d'Ivoire 

D Djibouti 

E Egypt (geographically has a part in Asia but member of African Union) 

Equatorial Guinea 

Eritrea 

Ethiopia 

G Gabon 

Gambia 

Ghana 

Guinea 

Guinea-Bissau 

K Kenya 

L Lesotho 

Liberia 

Libya 

M Madagascar 

Malawi 

Mali 

Mauritania 

Mauritius 

Morocco 

Mozambique 

N Namibia 

Niger 

Nigeria 

R Rwanda 

S Sao Tome and Principe 

Senegal 

Seychelles 

Sierra Leone 

Somalia 

South Africa 

South Sudan 

Sudan 

Swaziland 

T Tanzania 

https://www.countries-ofthe-world.com/all-countries.html


Togo 

Tunisia 

U Uganda 

Z Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

 

Alphabetical list of countries in Asia 

A Afghanistan 

Armenia (geographically in Asia, politically in Europe) 

Azerbaijan (in Europe and Asia) 

B Bahrain 

Bangladesh 

Bhutan 

Brunei 

C Cambodia 

China 

Cyprus (geographically in Asia, politically in Europe) 

G Georgia (in Europe and Asia) 

I India 

Indonesia 

Iran 

Iraq 

Israel 

J Japan 

Jordan 

K Kazakhstan (in Europe and Asia) 

Kuwait 

Kyrgyzstan 

L Laos 

Lebanon 

M Malaysia 

Maldives 

Mongolia 

Myanmar (Burma) 

N Nepal 

North Korea 

O Oman 

P Pakistan 

Palestine 

Philippines 

Q Qatar 

R Russia (in Europe and Asia) 

S Saudi Arabia 

Singapore 

South Korea 

Sri Lanka 

Syria 

T Taiwan 

Tajikistan 

Thailand 

Timor-Leste 

Turkey (in Europe and Asia) 

Turkmenistan 

U United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

Uzbekistan 

V Vietnam 

Y Yemen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alphabetical list of countries in Australia and Oceania    

A Australia 

American Samoa (USA) 

C Cook Islands (New Zealand) 

F Fiji 

French Polynesia (France) 

G Guam (USA) 

K Kiribati 

M Marshall Islands 

Micronesia 

N Nauru 

New Zealand 

New Caledonia (France) 

Niue (New Zealand) 

Norfolk Island (Australia) 

Northern Mariana Islands (USA) 

P Palau 

Papua New Guinea 

Pitcairn Islands (UK) 

S Samoa 

Solomon Islands 

T Tonga 

Tuvalu 

Tokelau (New Zealand) 

V Vanuatu 

W Wake Island (USA) 

Wallis and Futuna (France) 

 

Alphabetical list of countries in Europe   

A Albania 

Andorra 

Armenia (geographically in Asia, politically in Europe) 

Austria 

Azerbaijan (in Europe and Asia) 

B Belarus 

Belgium 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 

C Croatia 

Cyprus (geographically in Asia, politically in Europe) 

Czech Republic 

D Denmark 

E Estonia 

F Finland 

France 

G Georgia (in Europe and Asia) 

Germany 

Greece 

H Hungary 

I Iceland 

Ireland 

Italy 

K Kazakhstan (in Europe and Asia) 

Kosovo 

L Latvia 

Liechtenstein 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

M Macedonia 

Malta 

Moldova 

Monaco 

Montenegro 

N Netherlands 

Norway 

P Poland 



Portugal 

R Romania 

Russia (in Europe and Asia) 

S San Marino 

Serbia 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

T Turkey (in Europe and Asia) 

U Ukraine 

United Kingdom (UK) 

V Vatican City (Holy See) 

 

Alphabetical list of countries in North America 

A Antigua and Barbuda 

Anguilla (UK) 

Aruba (Netherlands) 

B Bahamas 

Barbados 

Belize 

Bermuda (UK) 

Bonaire (Netherlands) 

British Virgin Islands (UK) 

C Canada 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 

Cayman Islands (UK) 

Clipperton Island (France) 

Curacao (Netherlands) 

D Dominica 

Dominican Republic 

E El Salvador 

G Grenada 

Guatemala 

Greenland (Denmark) 

Guadeloupe (France) 

H Haiti 

Honduras 

J Jamaica 

M Mexico 

Martinique (France) 

Montserrat (UK) 

N Nicaragua 

Navassa Island (USA) 

P Panama 

Puerto Rico (USA) 

S Saint Kitts and Nevis 

Saint Lucia 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Saba (Netherlands) 

Saint Barthelemy (France) 

Saint Martin (France) 

Saint Pierre and Miquelon (France) 

Sint Eustatius (Netherlands) 

Sint Maarten (Netherlands) 

T Trinidad and Tobago 

Turks and Caicos Islands (UK) 

U United States of America (USA) 

US Virgin Islands (USA) 

 

 

 



Alphabetical list of countries in South America    

A Argentina 

B Bolivia 

Brazil 

C Chile 

Colombia 

E Ecuador 

F Falkland Islands (UK) 

French Guiana (France) 

G Guyana 

P Paraguay 

Peru 

S Suriname 

South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands (UK) 

U Uruguay 

V Venezuela 

 

Q2. What is the difference between human and physical geography? 

Physical geography looks at the natural processes of the Earth, such as climate and plate 

tectonics. Human geography looks at the impact and behaviour of people and how they relate 

to the physical world. 

 

Q3. How many of the top 10 most populated major cities of United States of America can you 

name? 

No. City, State 2015 estimate population (wiki) 

1. New York City, New York 8,550,405 

2. Los Angeles, California 3,971,883 

3. Chicago, Illinois 2,720,546 

4. Houston, Texas 2,296,224 

5. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1,567,442 

6. Phoenix, Arizona 1,563,025 

7. San Antonio, Texas 1,469,845 

8. San Diego, California 1,394,928 

9. Dallas, Texas 1,300,092 

10.  San Jose, California 1,026,908 

 

 

Q4. How many of the top 20 most popular human features and top 10 most popular physical 

features of United States of America can you name? 

No. Human feature   (or use different Wikipedia list) 

1. Times Square, New York City 

2.  The Statue of Liberty, New York City 

3. Empire State Building, New York City 

4. Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco (California)  

5. Mount Rushmore, South Dakota 

6. The White House, Washington D.C. 

7.  Alcatraz, San Francisco 

8. Ellis Island, New York City 

9. Fallingwater, Pennsylvania 

10. Dole Plantation Maze, Hawaii 

11.  The Lincoln Memorial, Washington D.C. 

12. The Brooklyn Bridge, New York City 



13. Hoover Dam, Nevada 

14. Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Washington D.C. 

15. The Hollywood Sign, Los Angeles 

16. The Fountains at Bellagio, Las Vegas 

17. Graceland, Tennessee 

18. The National September 11 Memorial, New York City 

19. The Space Needle, Seattle 

20. The Winchester Mystery House, California 

 

No. Physical feature (natural wonder) 

1. Yosemite National Park 

2. Grand Canyon National Park 

3. Redwood National & State Parks 

4. Denali National Park 

5. Niagara Falls 

6. Yellowstone National Park 

7. Kentucky’s Mammoth Cave 

8. Maine’s Acadia National Park 

9. Monument Valley 

10.  Hawaii’s Kilauea Volcano 

 

Q5. What are the lines of latitude and the lines of longitude? Why do we need them/Where do we 

find them on a map/globe?  

Every location on earth has a global address. Because the address is in numbers, people can 

communicate about location no matter what language they might speak. A global address is 

given as two numbers called coordinates. The two numbers are a location's latitude number and 

its longitude number ("Lat/Long"). 

Horizontal mapping lines on Earth are lines of latitude. They are known as "parallels" of latitude, 

because they run parallel to the equator. Latitude lines are a numerical way to measure how far 

north or south of the equator a place is located. The equator is the starting point for measuring 

latitude--that's why it's marked as 0 degrees latitude. The number of latitude degrees will be larger 

the further away from the equator the place is located, all the way up to 90 degrees latitude at 

the poles. 

Vertical mapping lines on Earth are lines of longitude, known as "meridians". Longitude lines are a 

numerical way to show/measure how far a location is east or west of a universal vertical line 

called the Prime Meridian. This Prime Meridian line runs vertically, north and south, right over the 

British Royal Observatory in Greenwich England, from the North Pole to the South Pole. As the 

vertical starting point for longitude, the Prime Meridian is numbered 0 degrees longitude. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q6. What are the highest peaks in England, Scotland and Wales? 

England Scafell Pike 978m (3227ft) 

Scotland Ben Nevis 1344m (4435ft) 

Wales Snowdon 1085 (3581ft) 

 

Q7. How is a volcano formed? 

Volcanoes are formed when magma from within the Earth's upper mantle works its way to the 

surface. At the surface, it erupts to form lava flows and ash deposits. Over time as the volcano 

continues to erupt, it will get bigger and bigger. They occur at destructive (compressional) and 

constructive (tensional) plate boundaries. 

1. Magma rises through cracks or weaknesses in the Earth's crust. 

2. Pressure builds up inside the Earth. 

3. When this pressure is released, eg as a result of plate movement, magma explodes to the 

surface causing a volcanic eruption 

4. The lava from the eruption cools to form new crust. 

5. Over time, after several eruptions, the rock builds up and a volcano forms. 

 

Q8. What is the difference between lava and magma? 

Magma is composed of molten rock and is stored in the Earth's crust. Lava is magma that reaches 

the surface of our planet through a volcano vent. 

 

Q9. Name the different parts of a volcano 

    Magma chamber - large underground pool of magma 

    Lava - magma, once it reaches the surface 

    Crater - bowl-shaped basin in the top of the volcano 

    Vent - central tube which magma travels through 



    Secondary cones - eruptions from other vents may build up secondary cones on the flanks 

    Ash, steam and gas - material thrown out by the volcano 

    Volcanic bombs - larger material thrown out by the force of eruption 

 

Q10. What are the three main types of volcanoes and their characteristics? 

There are three main types of volcano - composite or strato, shield and dome. 

Composite volcanoes, sometimes known as strato volcanoes, are steep sided cones formed from 

layers of ash and [lava] flows. The eruptions from these volcanoes may be a pyroclastic flow 

rather than a flow of lava. A pyroclastic flow is a superheated mixture of hot steam, ash, rock and 

dust. A pyroclastic flow can travel down the side of a volcano at very high speeds with 

temperatures over 400 degrees celsius. Composite volcanoes can rise over 8000 feet. Composite 

volcanoes are usually found at destructive plate margins. Examples of composite volcanoes 

include Mount Fuji (Japan), Mount St Helens (USA) and Mount Pinatubo (Philippines). 

 A simple cross section of a composite volcano 

 

Shield volcanoes are low with gently sloping sides and are formed from layers of lava. Eruptions 

are typically non-explosive. Shield volcanoes produce fast flowing fluid [lava] that can flow for 

many miles. Eruptions tend to be frequent but relatively gentle. Shield volcanoes are usually found 

at constructive boundaries and sometimes at volcanic hotspots. Examples of shield volcanoes 

include Mount Kilauea and Maunaloa on Hawaii. 



 A simple cross section of a shield volcano 

 

Dome volcanoes have much steeper sides than shield volcanoes. This is because the lava is thick 

and sticky. It cannot flow very far before it cools and hardens. An example is Puy de Dome in the 

Auvergne region of France which last erupted over 1 million years ago. 

 Dome volcano 

 

Q11. When talking about volcanoes, what does dormant, active and extinct mean? 

An active volcano is a volcano that has had at least one eruption during the past 10,000 years. An 

active volcano might be erupting or dormant. An erupting volcano is an active volcano that is 

having an eruption... 

A dormant volcano is an active volcano that is not erupting (hasn’t erupted in the last 10,000 

years), but supposed to erupt again. 

An extinct volcano has not had an eruption for at least 10,000 years and is not expected to erupt 

again in a comparable time scale of the future. However there have been a number of eruptions 

from ‘extinct’ volcanoes. 

 

Q12. Name the layers of the Earth. 

The Earth is made up of four distinct layers: 

1. The inner core is in the centre and is the hottest part of the Earth. It is solid and made up of 

iron and nickel with temperatures of up to 5,500°C. With its immense heat energy, the inner 

core is like the engine room of the Earth. 

2. The outer core is the layer surrounding the inner core. It is a liquid layer, also made up of 

iron and nickel. It is still extremely hot, with temperatures similar to the inner core. 

3. The mantle is the widest section of the Earth. It has a thickness of approximately 2,900 km. 

The mantle is made up of semi-molten rock called magma. In the upper parts of the 

mantle the rock is hard, but lower down the rock is soft and beginning to melt. 



4. The crust is the outer layer of the earth. It is a thin layer between 0-60 km thick. The crust is 

the solid rock layer upon which we live. There are two different types of crust: continental 

crust, which carries land, and oceanic crust, which carries water. 

 

 

Q13. Fill in this compass with its eight points. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 Geography core knowledge questions 

Q1. What is the difference between human and physical geography? 

Physical geography looks at the natural processes of the Earth, such as climate and plate 

tectonics. Human geography looks at the impact and behaviour of people and how they relate 

to the physical world. 

 

Q2. Can you label this map with the capital cities of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland?  

 

 

Q3. Can you locate/draw a dot on the location of… (European country/city/physical or human 

features) on this map of Europe? 

A Albania 

Andorra 

Armenia (geographically in Asia, politically in 

Europe) 

Austria 

Azerbaijan (in Europe and Asia) 

Physical features 

Mediterranean sea 

Alps 

Pyrenees 

English Channel 

3 highest peaks in England, Scotland and Wales etc. 

B Belarus 

Belgium 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 

Human features 

Eiffel Tower 

Rome’s colosseum 

Etc.  

C Croatia 

Cyprus (geographically in Asia, politically in 

Europe) 

Czech Republic 

 

D Denmark  

E Estonia  

F Finland 

France 

 

G Georgia (in Europe and Asia) 

Germany 

Greece 

 

H Hungary  



I Iceland 

Ireland 

Italy 

 

K Kazakhstan (in Europe and Asia) 

Kosovo 

 

L Latvia 

Liechtenstein 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

 

M Macedonia 

Malta 

Moldova 

Monaco 

Montenegro 

 

N Netherlands 

Norway 

 

P Poland 

Portugal 

 

R Romania 

Russia (in Europe and Asia) 

 

S San Marino 

Serbia 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

 

T Turkey (in Europe and Asia)  

U Ukraine 

United Kingdom (UK) 

 

V Vatican City (Holy See)  

  

 

 



Q4. What is and where is the Prime Meridian? What does GMT stand for and what is it? 

The Prime Meridian, as it passes through Greenwich, England, is considered 0 degrees longitude. It 

also passes through France, Spain, Algeria, Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo, Ghana, Ashantiland Peninsula 

and Queen Maud Land in Antarctica.  

    Greenwich is Longitude 0° 0' 0" and Latitude 51° 28' 38"N (North of the Equator) 

 

Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) is never adjusted backwards or forwards. Greenwich Mean Time or 

Meridian Time has been a time standard since 1884. It was chosen because the Prime Meridian 

(the line of 0° Longitude) runs through Greenwich. The UK is on GMT between mid-autumn and the 

beginning of spring. In Summer (March to October) it is on daylight saving time (BST), which is 

GMT+1.  

Every 15° longitude represents one hour's difference in time: (24 x 15 = 360, the degrees of a 

circle). You can work out the time at every location on earth if you know how many degrees it is 

east or west of Greenwich. The Greenwich Meridian (Prime Meridian or Longitude Zero degrees) 

marks the starting point of every time zone in the World. GMT is Greenwich Mean (or Meridian) 

Time is the mean (average) time that the earth takes to rotate from noon-to-noon. 

It is used on the International Space Station and it is also known as Zulu time. Although GMT has 

been replaced by atomic time (UTC) it is still widely regarded as the correct time for every 

international time zone. 

 

Q5. What does BST stand for and what is it? 

British Summer Time (BST) also known as ‘daylight saving’ or GMT+1 is used in the UK between the 

last Sunday in March to the last Sunday in October. The clocks change at 01:00 GMT. It was 

proposed so that we could have more daylight in Summer. 2016 = 27 March to 30 October and 

2017 = 26 March to 29 October.  

Summer time was first defined in an Act of Parliament in 1916 (after the Germans had first 

adopted it) that stated for a certain period during the year legal time should be one hour in 

advance of GMT. From 1916 up to the Second World War, clocks were put in advance of GMT by 

one hour from the spring to the autumn. During the Second World War, British Double Summer 

Time (two hours in advance of GMT) was temporarily introduced and was used for the period 

when, normally ordinary summer time would have been in force. 

 

 

 

 



Q6. How many time zones are there? https://www.timeanddate.com/time/map/ - Use this link to 

research what time zone 5 different cities are in. 

 

 

Q7. What are tectonic plates and how many major plates (there are minor ones) are there on 

Earth? 

The Earth's crust and upper part of the mantle are broken into large pieces called tectonic plates. 

These are constantly moving at a few centimetres each year. Although this doesn't sound like very 

much, over millions of years the movement allows whole continents to shift thousands of kilometres 

apart. This process is called continental drift. The basic idea behind plate tectonics is that there 

are eight major plates on the surface of the Earth. There are also bunches of minor plates. The 

plates are like the skin of the planet.  

 

Q8. What are the different types of plate boundaries and what happens because of them? 

*Destructive *Collision zones *Constructive *Conservative 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/physical_processes/plate_tectonics/revision/3/ 

 

Q9. What is an earthquake? 

An earthquake is caused by a sudden slip on a fault. Stresses in the earth's outer layer push the 

sides of the fault together. The friction across the surface of the fault holds the rocks together so 

they do not slip immediately when pushed sideways. Eventually enough stress builds up and the 

rocks slip suddenly, releasing energy in waves that travel through the rock to cause the shaking 

that we feel during an earthquake. The rupture begins at a point on the fault plane called the 

hypocenter, a point usually deep down on the fault. The epicenter is the point on the surface 

directly above the hypocenter. The rupture keeps spreading until something stops it (exactly how 

this happens is a hot research topic in seismology). Earthquakes come in clusters. In any 

earthquake cluster, the largest one is called the mainshock; anything before it is a foreshock, and 

anything after it is an aftershock. 

 

 

 

https://www.timeanddate.com/time/map/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/physical_processes/plate_tectonics/revision/3/


Q10. What is a fault line? 

A fault line is a fracture along which the crust has moved. Seismic waves are generated when the 

two sides of the fault rapidly slip past each other. For most earthquakes, the faults do not break 

the surface, so the faults can be "seen" only through analysing the seismic waves. 

Useful information at - http://www.earthquakecountry.org/roots/basics.html  

 

Q11. Research information about the effects of a recent earthquake (last 10 years). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_21st-century_earthquakes  

 

Q12. Research about how countries are developing earthquake proof buildings (earthquake 

resistant structures). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthquake_resistant_structures  

http://imaginationstationtoledo.org/educator/activities/can-you-build-an-earthquake-proof-

building  

 

 

Q13. Write some instructions on what you should do if you feel an earthquake. 

http://www.ses.vic.gov.au/get-ready/quakesafe/what-to-do-in-an-earthquake  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.earthquakecountry.org/roots/basics.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_21st-century_earthquakes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthquake_resistant_structures
http://imaginationstationtoledo.org/educator/activities/can-you-build-an-earthquake-proof-building
http://imaginationstationtoledo.org/educator/activities/can-you-build-an-earthquake-proof-building
http://www.ses.vic.gov.au/get-ready/quakesafe/what-to-do-in-an-earthquake


Q14. What is ‘trade’ and why countries do it? 

Trade, or commerce, involves the transfer of the ownership of goods or services, from one person 

or entity to another, in exchange for money, goods or services. A network that allows trade is 

called a market. Modern traders generally negotiate through a medium of exchange, such as 

money. Trade between two traders is called bilateral trade, while trade between more than two 

traders is called multilateral trade. International trade is the exchange of goods and services 

across national borders. In most countries, it represents a significant part of GDP (Gross domestic 

product (GDP) is a monetary measure of the market value of all final goods and services 

produced in a period). International trade is governed by the World Trade Organization. The "fair 

trade" movement, also known as the "trade justice" movement, promotes the use of labour, 

environmental and social standards for the production of commodities, particularly those 

exported from the Third and Second Worlds to the First World. Such ideas have also sparked a 

debate on whether trade itself should be codified as a human right. 

 

Q15. Fill in this compass with its eight points. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 Geography core knowledge questions 

Q1. What is difference between United Kingdom, Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the British 

Isles? 

http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The-UK-Great-Britain-Whats-the-Difference/  

 

Q2. On this map of England label on five coastal towns. 

  

http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The-UK-Great-Britain-Whats-the-Difference/


 

Q3. What is erosion and how and why has it caused our coastline to change? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev1.shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev2.shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev3.shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev4.shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev5.shtml  

 

Q4. What is a headland and a bay and how are they formed? 

Headlands are formed when the sea attacks a section of coast with alternating bands of hard 

and soft rock. The bands of soft rock, such as sand and clay, erode more quickly than those of 

more resistant rock, such as chalk. This leaves a section of land jutting out into the sea called a 

headland. The areas where the soft rock has eroded away, next to the headland, are called 

bays. Coastlines where the geology alternates between strata (or bands) of hard rock and soft 

rock are called discordant coastlines. A concordant coastline has the same type of rock along its 

length. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev4.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/coastal_processes_rev5.shtml


Q5. On this zoomed in map of South West England label two headlands and two bays. 

 

 

Q6. Can you explain how at least one of coastal erosion landforms are created? Use diagrams to 

support your explanations. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/erosional_landforms_rev1.shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/erosional_landforms_rev2.shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/erosional_landforms_rev3.shtml  

 

Q7. Can you name any structures used to manage coastal erosion (coastal management)? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z6qtyrd/revision  

 

Q8. Fill in the table with the correct definitions for the selected words. 

Word Definition 

Coast  

Erosion  

Deposition  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/erosional_landforms_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/erosional_landforms_rev2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/erosional_landforms_rev3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z6qtyrd/revision


Headland  

Cliff  

Wave  

Beach  

Bay  

Coast= The place where the land meets the sea 

Erosion = The wearing away and removal of land 

Deposition - The settling of material, such as sand or pebbles carried by waves or currents 

Headland - The parts of the coast that stand out to sea. 

Cliff - A steep slope at the coast, often with a face of bare rock. 

Wave - The part of the sea caught by the wind and driven inshore. 

Beach - A thin sheet of sand or pebbles that lies between the high and low-tide parts of a coast 

Bay - A natural, smoothly -curved inlet in the coast with a headland at each end. 

 

Q9. What are the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn? 

The tropics are based on the sun's position in relation to the Earth at two points of the year. The 

Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn each lie at 23.5 degrees latitude. The Tropic of 

Cancer is located at 23.5° North of the equator and runs through Mexico, the Bahamas, Egypt, 

Saudi Arabia, India, and southern China. The Tropic of Capricorn lies at 23.5° South of the equator 

and runs through Australia, Chile, southern Brazil (Brazil is the only country that passes through both 

the equator and a tropic), and northern South Africa.  



The tropics are the two lines where the sun is directly overhead at noon on the two solstices - near 

June and December 21. The sun is directly overhead at noon on the Tropic of Cancer on June 21 

(the beginning of summer in the Northern Hemisphere and the beginning of winter in the Southern 

Hemisphere) and the sun is directly overhead at noon on the Tropic of Capricorn on December 21 

(the beginning of winter in the Northern Hemisphere and the beginning of summer in the Southern 

Hemisphere). The reason for the location of the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn at 

23.5° north and south respectively is due to the axial tilt of the Earth. The Earth is titled 23.5 degrees 

from the plane of the Earth's revolution around the sun each year. The area bounded by the 

Tropic of Cancer on the north and Tropic of Capricorn on the south is known as the "tropics." This 

area does not experience seasons because the sun is always high in the sky. 

 

Q10. What is deforestation? Why it is happening (in relation to the Amazon rainforest) and what 

impact has it had on species of animals and plants? 

Every second we lose an area the size of two football fields! If this destruction continues, half our 

remaining rainforests will be gone by the year 2025, and by 2060 there will be no rainforests 

remaining. If the tropical rainforests are destroyed, over half the plant and animal species on Earth 

will disappear forever.  

Did you know a typical four-mile square mile patch of rainforest contains as many as 1,500 species 

of flowering plants, 750 species of trees, 125 mammal species, 400 species of birds, 100 species of 

reptiles, 60 species of amphibians, and 150 different species of butterflies? 

Conservationists estimate that 9,000 species are going extinct each year, most of them from the 

rainforests. We are presently experiencing the largest mass extinction since the demise of the 

dinosaurs 65 million years ago; only this time it’s occurring at a much faster rate. 

 

Q11.  Label this diagram with the layers of the rainforest. Research which animals usually live in 

each layer. 



 

 

 

Q12. On this blank map label the countries of South America. Also colour in green where the 

Amazon rainforest is and use a blue pen to show where the Amazon River is. 



 

Q13. (Year 6 project). Research an animal or plant species that lives in the Amazon rainforest. You 

can present your findings any way you want (the more original the better) and you will asked to 

do a short presentation showing your project. 

 

Q14. Fill in this compass with its eight points. 

 

 

 

 

 


