
 

MESSAGE FROM MR OLNEY,  

HEAD OF SCHOOL 
 

 

 

Recent whole school events, such as our Race for Life, Kite 

Family Learning Day and Y5/6 Orchestra recital remind all 

the staff, myself included, why we do the job that we do. It 

fills us with such pride to see the children enjoying their 

learning and making the most of our full and rich  

curriculum. We live in times where schools face increasing 

accountability pressures and financial constraints that  

narrow the curriculum and place greater emphasis on  

English and maths outcomes. Whilst we appreciate the  

importance of these core outcomes, and want our  

children to excel in them, we value our pupils’ childhoods. 

We have a duty to engage the children and to provide a 

curriculum that motivates and excites. As a school and 

federation we will continue to do just that. 

 

I have received numerous pupil leader applications from 

pupils in Y4 and Y5. With the help of staff, current pupil 

leaders and governors we will look to fill vacancies for  

September in the coming weeks. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

26  - 27 June 

Sports Days 

 

29 July 

Yr5 Wildchild trip parents  

meeting  

 

4 July  

Yr6 Performance 

 

5/6/7 July  

Transition Days 

 

10-14 July  

Yr6 Residential - Edale 

 

21 July - 2.15pm 

Leavers’ Assembly 

 

See our new website for  

important dates later in  

the term.  

 

BVS Fortnightly 

available online,  

or via paper copy from  

reception 

ATTENDANCE WATCH 
 

Our target school attendance figure is 97.2%. 

Our current figure is… 

97.2% 

Our class of the week is: 

India Class with 99.7%! 
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YR5 & YR6 ORCHESTRA 

What a lovely afternoon we had on Thursday, 22 June for the Yr5 and Yr6 Orchestra 

Recital. 

 

Well done to everyone involved and a big thank you to our wonderful music teachers, 

Mrs Taylor, Mrs Stowell and Mrs Stowell, for putting together such a fantastic  

performance. 

 

We hope that you all enjoyed it as much as we did. 
 

 

 

NEWS 
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FAMILY LEARNING DAY 
 

We had a truly memorable Family Learning event on Monday, 19 June. We were delighted that so many families could join us. 

The kite kits were kindly funded by the Friends of BVS. Pupils had a range of colours to choose from and it proved to be just the 

right level of difficulty and ideal for adults to participate with their child. Everyone was really excited to get out and fly their 

kites.  

 

I’m sure that all the parents and carers who attended will agree that it was a sight behold, to see every child flying a kite on 

the school field was magical. The feedback we had from parents was fantastic.  

 

‘It was a really special day. An incredible sight of parents, kids and kites. A lifelong school memory. Thank you.’ Parent 

‘What a brilliant family learning day. Really enjoyable and useful skills learnt. It was visually stunning.’ Parent 

‘What a moment when most of the kites were flying high above the field. Thank you for making us feel so welcome.’ Parent. 

 

It was wonderful to drive past a BVS child flying their kite yesterday. 



PARENT SURVEY 

 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who took the 

time to complete and return the recent parent survey. 

We closely analysis the responses and share them with 

governors and staff, because we value your  

feedback. Headline for 2017: 

 

Things we do well: Approachable staff, positive school 

environment, happy atmosphere, organising school 

events/trips, talk openly with parents, excellent  

pastoral care, breakfast/tea club provision, school 

garden/outdoor space/learning, transition, dealing 

with poor behaviour, good communication, school 

leadership. 

 

Things we could do better: Tackle parking, consider a 

wider range of extra-curricular clubs, communicate 

more via BVS FB forum, parents’ eve format and 

homework. 

 

We have had numerous parents ask us to reconsider 

sending the newsletter out via email rather than just  

uploading to our school website for parents to access. 

On the back of this feedback we have decided to 

continue to email newsletters to parents and carers 

who have requested an email. If you would like the 

newsletter emailed to you, please contact the school 

office with your email address so that they can add 

you to the group list. 

NEWS/INFORMATION 

BREAKFAST AND TEA CLUB BOOKINGS 

REMINDER 

We need to ensure the safety of your child at all times when they 

are on Bure Valley School premises.   At the moment very few  

parents / carers are booking and paying for their children to attend 

breakfast or tea club in advance of the session attended.  This 

means that when your child arrives at breakfast or tea club we do 

not always know to expect them and therefore if they do not arrive 

safely, or attempt to go home without going to tea club, we would 

not necessarily be aware that they were missing until their safety 

had been compromised.  Booking and paying through Parent Pay 

allows us to produce a register for our breakfast and tea club staff 

who are then extremely vigilant about ensuring that  

non-attendance for children they are expecting is  followed 

up.  Apart from the most exceptional of  circumstances, all  

breakfast and tea club bookings must be booked and paid for in 

advance via Parent Pay.  We cannot guarantee a space for your 

child at any session unless this process has taken place.   

 

Managing your bookings in this manner also ensures that debt is not 

accumulated for these sessions.   
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GRENFELL TOWER BLOCK APPEAL 
 

As a school and community we want to try and help 

the creche that was destroyed in the Grenfell Tower 

blaze. Obviously such a devastating fire has left the 

nursery with nothing in the way of resources. To do our 

bit and to offer some practical help we are  

setting up a collection point at BVS for anyone in our 

school community who would like to donate a new, 

high quality, age appropriate (nursery age) picture 

book to this worthy cause. 

 

We think that it would be a good way of making  

connections to other localities and a good way of 

sharing positive behaviours to help others. 

 

We will be promoting this to pupils in our Monday  

assembly and will be tweeting about in the coming 

days. 

SPORTS DAYS AT BVS 

Don’t forget sports day will take place on Monday, 26 and 

Tuesday, 27 (am both days). Parents and carers welcome on 

both days from 9.30am. 

YR4 POPPY LINE TRIPS 

Australia and Italy classes thoroughly enjoyed their experiences of being ‘evacuated’ on 

the Poppy Line this week. We’ve even had reports that the spam sandwiches went down 

a treat! 

 

 


