
 

MESSAGE FROM MR OLNEY, 

HEAD OF SCHOOL 
 

 

School Improvement Plan  

This week we hosted the first Aylsham Cluster Teach Meets of the new 

academic year. These ‘teach meets’ take place every half term; 

and are designed to bring together teachers from across all nine  

Aylsham Cluster Trust schools. Teachers meet in their age phases to 

share good practice and discuss what is working well in their setting. 

We really enjoy welcoming colleagues from across cluster schools to 

BVS because we firmly believe that working collaboratively with  

others will help us to improve our practice.  

 

As a school, federation and trust, we are always trying to improve 

and help others to improve. With this in mind I would like to share with 

parents and carers a summary of the school’s improvement plan for 

the year ahead. These are the things that we will be continuing to 

work on to bring about further improvements at BVS and can be 

found on page two of this newsletter. 

 

Working Together for the Good of the Children 

When pupils and parents join Bure Valley they automatically become 

members of our community and agree to work in partnership with 

the school; abiding by a common set of rules we call the ‘Home 

School Agreement’. As the new term is now well and truly underway I 

would like to remind us all of this three way policy between school, 

parents/carers and pupils, as laid out on page three of the  

newsletter. 
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DIARY DATES 
2 Oct - Yr6 boys football v 

Mundesley 

3 Oct - Yr6 Time and Tide  

Museum Visit 

5 Oct - Yr 6 AHS Opening Evening 

12 Oct - Yr6 boys football v  

Cromer 

16 Oct  - Yr6 boys football v  

Coltishall 

17 Oct - Author visit to BVS -  

Nicola Davies 

 18 Oct at 7.00 pm  - Friends of  

BVS AGM 

19 Oct - Last day of half term 

Mufti day - for Christmas  

Hampers (information to follow) 

 

See our website for  

important dates later in  

the term.  

 

BVS Fortnightly 

available online,  

or via paper copy from  

reception 

ATTENDANCE WATCH 

Our target school attendance  

figure is 97.2%. 

 

Our current figure is…97.3% 

 

Our class of the week is JAPAN: 98.9% 
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

Our five key areas are: 

1.       To continue to raise standards & achievement 

 We intend to do this by: 

·         Setting clear targets for all 

·         Ensuring pupils are making expected progress 

·         Providing adequate support 

·         Ensuring teaching is never less than good 

·         Ensuring all classrooms are well resourced 

·         Making feedback and marking meaningful 

·         Ensure pupils are aware of what they need to do to improve 

·         Displaying and celebrating high quality work (particularly writing) 

·         Pupils regularly using and referring to Core Knowledge across all subjects both in school and at home 

 

2.       To further improve the quality of teaching and learning at BVS 

 We intend to do this by: 

·         Having high expectations of all pupils and each other 

·         Planning for high quality outcomes 

·         Sharing good practice with each other in school and across cluster schools 

·         Giving pupils daily writing opportunities 

·         Making marking and feedback actionable 

·         Coaching teachers 

·         Moderating work to ensure it is of the expected standard 

 

3.       To Ensure behaviour and behaviours for learning are never less than good 

 We intend to do this by: 

·         Providing regular training for all staff 

·         Ensuring behaviour systems are consistently followed across the school 

·         Consistent reinforcement of behaviour expectations 

·         Praising and rewarding good behaviour and behaviours for learning 

·         Providing intervention and nurture activities to support specific pupils 

·         Working with outside agencies  

·         Ensuring playtimes are well resourced 

·         Using pupil leaders to further develop a positive school culture 

 

4.       To further improve leadership, management and governance at BVS 

 We intend to do this by: 

·         Working closely with colleagues from across all federation schools 

·         Setting clear, measurable improvement targets  

·         Ensuring all staff are aware of school improvement goals 

·         Focussed monitoring and robust self-evaluation 

·         Linking staff training and performance development targets to school improvement priorities 

 

5.       To further develop a broad and exciting curriculum at BVS 

 We intend to do this by: 

·         Giving subject leaders release time to further improve their curriculum subject areas 

·         Producing clear action plans for each curriculum subject 

·         Developing a simple assessment system for foundation subjects 

·         Utilising subject specific expertise with colleagues at Aylsham High School 

·         Ensuring all subjects are effectively resourced 

·         Regular use or reference to core curriculum for curriculum areas 

·         Running regular inter-house quizzes and competitions to bring the curriculum to life 
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WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE  

GOOD OF THE CHILDREN 

 

At BVS we will: 
 

·         Provide an open, friendly and welcoming environment for pupils, parents and    

  carers 

·         Ensure each child is valued for who they are 

·         Encourage pupils to respect themselves, others and their surroundings 

·         Aim for each child to fulfil their potential 

·         Provide parents and carers with clear information about their child’s progress in school 

·         Keep parents well informed of what is happening in school  

·         Inform parents if we have any concerns about their child’s progress, wellbeing, attendance 

 or punctuality 

·         Involve parents and carers (where possible) in the daily life of the school 

 

Together we will: 

 

·         Challenge your child to strive for excellence in all that they do 

·         Develop an understanding of multi-cultural and diverse world in which we live – promoting 

  respect and tolerance for all 

·         Support and promote community events 

·         Bring the school values of Care, Creativity and Challenge to life 

·         Respond promptly to any additional needs or concerns we may have  

 

Parents & Carers will: 

 

·         Ensure their children attend regularly, on time and properly equipped for the school day 

·         Provide an explanation if their child is absent 

·         Inform the school of any concerns or problems they may have, particularly if this is likely to 

  impact on a child’s work  or behaviour 

·         Encourage children to show kindness, consideration and respect to others 

·         Encourage children to be enthusiastic and positive about school 

·         Support the school’s policies, guidelines and decisions 

·         Attend parent evening consultations about your child’s progress 

·         Support your child(ren) with their homework and any other home learning activities 

 

Pupils will: 

 

·         Listen carefully 

·         Be gentle, kind and helpful 

·         Be honest 

·         Work hard and persevere with their learning  

·         Ask for help in class if they need it 

·         Be prepared to make mistakes 

·         Remember that we will forget some of what we learn unless we don’t keep returning to it 

·         Look after each other and school property 
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PARKING ON HUNGATE STREET 
We would kindly ask that due care and attention is taken when driving 

along and parking on Hungate Street, not only for the safety of the 

children, but also respecting local residents. 

 

At one time there were 2 crossing patrols on Hungate Street, but since 

they ceased, crossing the road has become more  

hazardous. Unfortunately, as much as we would love to see crossing 

patrols,  this is out of our control. However, what we can do is remind 

everyone that the speed limit, as you pass the school, is 20mph; it is 

Illegal to park on yellow zig zag lines and the 'keep clear' area outside 

BVS is for the children's safety, not a drop off area.    

 

We would also ask that the driveways to both schools are not used to 

turn in and also try and avoid parking on the  

pavements as we have had reports of minor accidents and near  

misses. Some children on scooters and bikes are not always aware that 

they should stop, which could be extremely dangerous if a car is trying 

to turn. 

 

We know that most parents and carers park and drive very carefully 

around the school and we thank you for keeping the children safe.  

A message from Freddie and Summer,  

our Head Boy and Head Girl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the fact that the school is a secure and cheerful environment, 

coming to and from school can be a different matter. Due to the fact 

that there are a limited amount of parking spaces at the front of the 

school, drivers find it hard to deliver their child to school every day. As 

a result of this, some adults can get slightly irritated and angry,  

forgetting the imminent danger that this may put children close by in. 

To prevent this, we suggest parking further up Hungate St, and walking 

a short and brisk walk to the school. Plus, this gives free and easy  

exercise for adults and children alike. Don't forget too that there is a 

free car park (Buttlands car park) on Mill Road and free parking at Bure 

Valley Railway Station. 

Please consider all the children in school when you are bringing your 

own child children to school. Thank you. 

RHS BIG SOUP SHARE 
Next week we will be celebrating harvest and 

talking about healthy eating by taking part in the 

Royal Horticultural Society's Big Soup Share.  

Children across the school will help to make  

vegetable soup throughout the week using both 

donated produce and produce from our fantastic school garden. 

We would like as many children as possible to bring in a raw root 

vegetable (potatoes, carrots, leeks, onions, swede, turnips etc) as a 

contribution towards their class soup. Perhaps you have a veggie 

patch or an allotment, or you could save a vegetable from your 

Sunday roast. Look out for Tweets about our soup-making  

throughout the week. 

DOGS AT SCHOOL 

It has been great to see many families taking advantage of being 

able to bring their well-behaved dogs on site. It has also been very 

encouraging to see dog owners abiding by the rules we set out at 

the start of term. Can we please remind all dog owners that we 

welcome calm dogs on site and ask that they are kept to the  

periphery of the playground. Thank you. 

 

The Town Council have left a supply of ‘Top Dog’ envelopes  with 

the school office .  These are for owners of dogs in Aylsham to help 

encourage them to pick up the poo and be a responsible dog 

owner.  The envelops contain poo bags and information on the 

Top Dog programme run by Broadland through the local  

parishes.  Over the past few weeks they have informed us that 

there has been an increase in poo on the paths on the school run 

and we would like to try and incentivise people to clear up their 

dog mess.  If you would like a ‘Top Dog’ envelope please collect 

one from the office. 

 

BVS SPORTS NEWS 

Emerald Win Cross Country 

Well done to everyone in the school who 

competed in the house cross country  

races. After all the points where collected 

and counted Emerald house came out  

victorious, (much to Mr. Marsh’s delight). 

Emerald house captains had the pleasure 

of holding the first cup of the year. 

 

A Surprise Visit 

Kian Middleton in year 6 had a wonderful surprize when he was 

looking round the pits at Cadwell Park during the Hyundai British 

Side Car Championships. He was only after picture opportunities 

and autographs but, brothers, Tim and Tristan Reeves gave him 

their winning trophy from round 8 as well, they race in the 1000cc 

category. Kian has followed the sport since he was 2 years old and 

is now looking forward to going to Brands Hatch on the  

15 December for the final round. 

 CAVEMEN VISIT 

 

“When the cave people came to 

visit they first went into the lunch 

hall. We all saw two cavemen and 

a cave woman. After the afternoon 

register we went to their tent. It was 

like we were in the stone age! The 

tent looked like a real cave from 

the stone age. The cavemen and 

the cave woman made a fire and 

cooked fish. Most of us ate the fish 

and we looked at some stuff they 

made, like hand axes and clothes 

made of skins”.  

 

By Evie Cipriano, France Class 



PLAYGROUND BEFORE AND  

AFTER SCHOOL 

We would like to politely remind parents and 

pupils that we do not allow children (siblings 

included) to use the climbing equipment  

before and after school as it is not  

supervised. We also discourage pupils from 

playing on the grass before school because 

it is wet and the children walk mud and 

grass into the classrooms. Whilst we  

encourage pupils to ride and scoot to school 

we ask that they dismount and walk their 

bike or scooter to the shelter.  
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AHS OPEN EVENING 

 

If your child is due to move on to high school next year 

we encourage you to go along to the Aylsham High 

Open Eve next Thursday, 5 October at 7pm. Great  

opportunity to find out more about the school and to 

have a look around! 

Anyone interested in volunteering to help at the event, please 

 contact Chloe Griffin, at Broadland District Council on 01603 430496  




