
MESSAGE FROM MR OLNEY,  

HEAD OF SCHOOL 
 

 

We were delighted to welcome over 100 parents, carers 

and family members to school this week for what we hope 

was an informative, interesting and creative Core Knowledge  

focussed family learning afternoon. We have worked really hard as a 

team to provide you with material you can use at home to support 

your children’s learning of key facts and info. It was great to be able 

to showcase Quizlet and for parents to see how pupils can apply their 

knowledge creatively.  

 

Feedback was positive: 

“It was a good way of bringing parents’ attention to core knowledge. 

It was a brilliant afternoon and we will definitely be using Quizlet!” 

“Altogether a very rewarding experience, thank you.” 

“We really enjoyed the stained glass window activity and enjoyed  

sitting in the whisper space together.” 

 

It’s always a pleasure inviting families into school and we continue to 

want to work in partnership with you. There will be many more  

opportunities across the remainder of the school year for families  

to join us. 

 

Uniform 

It is noticeable that we have been having to challenge many pupils 

in school for wearing non uniform items recently. We will continue to 

question pupils and will speak with parents, when appropriate, to  

ensure consistency across the school. Please can parents and carers 

refer to our uniform guidance as outlined in our prospectus and your 

child’s planner.  

 

Have a good half-term holiday. 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

19 Feb  - Return to school 

26 Feb  - Yr3 Castle Museum  

27 & 28 Feb  - Parents eve 

2 March  - Mufti Day for Spring 

Fayre (info to follow) 

7 March  - Mexico Assembly 

8 March  - Italy Assembly 

12  - 16 March Book Fayre all 

week after school 

14 March  - Japan Assembly 

21 March  - Brazil Assembly 

23 March  - BVS Spring Fayre 

26  - 29 March  - Yr 4  

Kingswood Residential 

27 March  - India Class 

Alien Adventure  

28 March  - Mexico Class  

Alien Adventure   
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ATTENDANCE WATCH 
Our target school attendance figure 

is 97.2%. 

Our current figure is… 

95.1% 

Our class of the week is:  
Spain 98.2% 
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WORLD BOOK DAY, 1 MARCH 

To celebrate World Book Day this year, 

we will be having fun with the English 

language! Please look in your child's 

bag tonight for a leaflet about our 

plans for March 1st. What word will your child 

come to school as? We would love everyone to 

come dressed up, or carrying some props to  

represent an amazing word. We're looking  

forward to seeing everyone's ideas. 

FIRST AID 
 

We are really proud to be able to say that each and every 

child has been taught basic first aid across the school. We 

would like to thank the Aylsham First Responders Team for 

helping us to deliver these important sessions and to Mrs 

Steward and Mrs Hunter for helping to organise them. 

 

MR STARLING 
We are happy to announce that  

Mr Starling (Mexico Class Teacher),  

a published children’s book author and 

illustrator, has been shortlisted for the  

prestigious Waterstones Illustrated  

Children’s Book of the Year. This is a massive achievement 

and recognition for his brilliant book. We will, of course, be  

purchasing copies for the school library.  Mr Starling will be in 

Jarrolds and Waterstones for book reading over half term. 

http://www.edp24.co.uk/going-out/norfolk-teacher-s-book-

shortlisted-for-waterstones-children-s-book-prize-2018-1-

5385719  

Interview of Mr Starling  

by Poppy Spalding and Laura Lumb Yr6 

Mr Starling, a Year 5 teacher at our school, wrote a   

children’s book called Fergal is Fuming which has been 

shortlisted for the “Waterstones Children’s Book Award 2018”. 

We gave him 4 questions to answer about his book and the 

nomination: 

How do you feel about getting your book shortlisted? 

I feel shocked and lost for words. It’s just such a great feeling, 

it really tickled me. 

Out of ten, how much did you expect your book to get 

shortlisted? 

0 out of 10. You don’t write things thinking they’ll get awards, 

you just don’t I had no expectation. 

Was there any particular inspiration for Fergal’s character? 

A little bit of me, a little bit of my dog. Just the way Fergal 

moves reminds me of my dog. His angry side is me when I 

was little. I remember being called for tea when I was  

younger and I threw my skateboard. You just fire up and end 

up losing the stuff you love. 

What made you want to write children’s books? 

I remember my teacher encouraging me to write when I was 

in year 2 and 3. She gave me little books to write my stories in 

and that was what inspired me when I was older and gave 

me the idea. 

PARENTS’ EVENINGS 

Please save the date for our next scheduled Parents’  

Evening which are Tuesday, 27 February and  

Wednesday, 28 February. This a great opportunity to 

share information and to discuss how your child is  

progressing.  It would be wonderful to see every  

parent and carer attend. 

 

Your child should have brought home a letter and 

time slot request slip. If you have not yet received a 

copy, please contact the office.  

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Good luck to Mr Brookes and 

his fiancée, Sarah Conder, 

who will be getting married on  

10 February. 

Wishing you both all the very 

best for the future. 

 

From us all at BVS 

MAKING A SPLASH 

Well done to our 12 swimmers who represented the school at 

the North Norfolk School Sports Partnership’s swimming gala 

on Tuesday, 30 January. All the pupils did a fantastic job with 

some volunteering for extra races in strokes which are not 

their strongest to test themselves. The quality of swimming 

was at a high standard at the event and they showed great  

perseverance and resilience in some of their races. Although 

it is an individual sport there was a great team atmosphere 

from the pupils supporting each other. We are waiting for 

the results to be sent out - with some medals if we are lucky. 
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EVENTS/COURSES 


