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MESSAGE FROM MR OLNEY,
HEAD OF SCHOOL

At the end of term we reflect on what has been and what is to come.
This is important because we all need to stop sometimes to consider
the good we do and things we have achieved. It’s all too easy to
focus on the negatives, it’s human nature. But, if we focus our
energies on the good, we create positivity and with positivity comes
momentum. It is this positive energy that drives our school forward as
it does with you beyond the school gate.
When I look back on all that has taken place in our school over the
last three months I am left feeling incredibly proud of the staff and
pupils. Yes, there will be things we could do better and things we
want to improve, but we continue to grow and learn. Modelling
resilience and perseverance to the children in the process. I believe
and I think you believe that we really are developing a culture, based
on effective teaching and learning, where everyone feels supported
and better placed to thrive. This is our collective responsibility, our
responsibility to ensure we build something that gives our children the
best possible start in life. I feel fortunate, because I know we have
parents and carers who buy into this, parents who help to shape our
school, who support us, who challenge their children on our behalf
and who demonstrate partnership in action. All schools continually
require improvement and we are no different. I truly believe however
that together we can create a school that we are all proud to be
associated with.
Whatever you and your family are up to over the Easter break we
wish you a restful and enjoyable holiday together.

UPCOMING EVENTS
26 - 28 March - Yr 4
Kingswood Residential
27 March - India Class
Alien Adventure
28 March - Mexico Class
Alien Adventure
28 March - France Class
Assembly
16 April - Back to School
16/17 April - Yr6 Group 1
Cycling Proficiency
24/25 April - Yr6 Group 2
Cycling Proficiency
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ATTENDANCE WATCH
Our target school attendance figure is
97.2%.
Our current figure is…

94.5%
Our class of the week is:
BRAZIL CLASS with 98.6%
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See our website for
important dates later in the term.
BVS Fortnightly
available online,
by email or via paper copy from the
school reception

www.burevalleyschool.org.uk

ATTENDANCE
ATTENDANCE
High absence levels have a hugely negative impact on our children’s social development and
educational progress. Due to significant levels of illness and medical-related absences, we respectfully
ask you to provide school with evidence of all medical appointments. In some cases this evidence may
be required before we are able to approve an absence as authorised. We would also remind parents
and carers, even in the case of prolonged absence from school, that we still need a phone call on each
and every day that your child is unable to attend. In the case of first day absence calls, school should
be provided with a minimum of 4 contact numbers, which we are obliged to call until we have made
contact.
National procedures around this were revised following the Helen Daykin tragedy, where two young
children spent almost 24 hours with the body of their dead father with no follow up call made to the
children’s mother so, in the event of school failing to gain a response from any of these numbers, we
may have to resort to a home visit in order to assure ourselves of your child’s safety.
Thank you for your support and understanding in this matter.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
We monitor attendance closely because it matters. We understand that sometimes pupils can’t be in
school for many valid reasons, and where this is the case we work closely with parents, are flexible and
offer support. We often inform parents of their child’s attendance percentage but we rarely highlight
how many missed sessions or days/weeks of lost learning time this adds up to.

Percentage

Days Missed

Sessions Missed

Weeks Missed

100%

0 days

0 sessions

0 weeks

95%

9.5 days

19 sessions

1.5 weeks

90%

19 days

38 sessions

3 weeks

85%

28.5 days

57 sessions

4.5 weeks

80%

38 days

76 sessions

6 weeks

If your child is not in school then their progress will be affected.
Being punctual is also important. Minutes lost each day adds up to a lot of missed learning time.
Minutes Lost Each Day
5 minutes
10 minutes
15 minutes
20 minutes
30 minutes
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Days Lost per School Year
3 days
6.5 days
10 days
13 days
19 days
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NEWS/INFORMATION
HALO STICKERS (week ending 23 March 2018)
INDIA
Benjie Perry
Evie Cordner

EASTER SERVICE
On Wednesday, the children and
staff visited the Jubilee Family
Centre for our annual Easter service. During the
service the children sang and heard readings
telling the Easter story and heard the importance
of the Easter message to Christians. We would like
to offer a big thank you to all at the Jubilee Family
Centre for hosting this lovely event and to Peter
Athill and Penny Taylor for leading the service.

SNACKS
For a number of reasons a decision has been
taken to remove the Norse snack trolley at break
times. Norse have kindly agreed to continue to run
a trolley on a Friday which is the most popular day
for snacks. Prices will remain at 50p per snack for a
drink and food item. Snacks can be booked and
paid for using ParentPay in the usual way. Children
are welcome to bring in healthy snacks from home
Monday – Thursday. There will be a focus on
healthy eating in the summer term.

BOOK FAIR
Thank you to those of you who
have supported the book fair
this year. The total amount
taken was over £800; the
commission on this will enable us to provide
around 70 new books for the school library.
Thank you very much

BVS SPRING FAYRE
Thank you to the Friends of BVS for organising this
year’s Spring Fayre. A huge amount of time and
effort goes into organising such events and is
greatly appreciated. Thank you also to you all
for donating items and supporting your children
with their various stalls.
This is a major fund raiser for the school and helps
provide funds for things such as outdoor play
equipment, themed events and family learning.

CHESS SUCCESS
A massive well done to Benjie
Perry, in year five, who won the
Norfolk Junior Chess
Championship tournament
recently beating the number 3
player in the country in the finals
for his age.

NATURE CLUB
This term, following the garden birdwatch, we
collected , identified and drew feathers.
We also did a ‘signs of spring survey’ to see how
spring was progressing in school.
Mrs Moll
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GOVERNOR NEWS
GOVERNORS’ REPORT SPRING TERM 2018
We have had a busy start to 2018 in the Aylsham Learning Federation. The most significant
development being that the governing boards of Aylsham Learning Federation and John of Gaunt
Infant and Nursery School have decided that following a successful partnership arrangement, the time
is right for John of Gaunt to formally join the federation. This will mean that from 27th March there will
be one governing board overseeing all three schools, and we are pleased to be welcoming
governors from John of Gaunt on to the board. As always at times of change, there are also
“goodbyes” and I would like to place on record my thanks to Ann Gallagher, Lee Clarke and Sam
Dangerfield for the work which they have done over the past years. Special thanks must go to Sam,
who took on the chair’s role at Bure Valley when things were not going so well, and she has worked
tirelessly to help get Bure Valley back to the thriving school it is today, as well as helping to ensure that
the Aylsham Learning Federation made the best possible start.
The Beast from the East caused disruption to normal school life, and forced the closure of both schools
with the health and safety of our students at the forefront of that decision; I think the children enjoyed
themselves in the snow judging by the amount of snowmen which popped up in Aylsham and the
surrounding area, and thanks to the site teams at both schools for ensuring the safety of our students.
The production of 42nd Street at Aylsham High School was another triumph and my congratulations to
all the staff and students for making it such a brilliant show. Whilst the actors take the plaudits on the
stage (and quite rightly), there is a massive team behind the scenes who can’t be seen, and they too
should be recognised for all their efforts.
At Bure Valley there is a happy working environment, and it is always a pleasure on my visits to the
school to see the younger members of the federation quietly getting on with their tasks in such a calm
way. I am looking forward to accompanying Year 5 on their geography field trip to Aylmerton.
The swimming pool refurbishment at the High School has been completed and is now known as
Aylsham Sports Hub and it is available for community use through a membership scheme. We are very
proud of this new and improved facility and I think users will find it an enjoyable experience, with
individual changing cubicles, warm showers etc.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers across the federation for the
support which you give to our schools and students, and let’s hope that by the time we all return for
the summer term, we will be getting some warmer, dryer weather.
Happy Easter holiday
Jenny Youngs
Chair of Governors, Aylsham Learning Federation

BVS GOVERNOR GOODBYES
Next week we will come together to give thanks and to show our appreciation to two governors who
are leaving the governing board for exciting new challenges. Sam Dangerfield and
Ann Gallagher have a long association with Bure Valley School. Both have volunteered their
precious time to help shape the school and make it the vibrant place that it is today. During times of
instability and change, they provided consistency and an unrelenting drive to bring about
improvements. Our governing board, led purposefully by Sam Dangerfield, were instrumental in helping
the school achieve its Good Ofsted rating in 2016 and laid the foundations for the formation of the
Aylsham Learning Federation and the stable leadership team you have in place today. Both Sam and
Ann will remain active and prominent members of the wider Aylsham community and I am sure you will
join me in giving heartfelt thanks to them for all that they have done to make our school a better place
for your children.
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SPORTS NEWS FROM MR POPE
AIM HI
22 of our year 5 and 6 pupils enjoyed a great day playing Hi-5 netball at Sheringham High School
recently. All the players improved through the day as they played, especially our year fives. All the
teams had the chance to play 6 matches over the day including against each other. Whilst the 2nd
and 3rd squads finished 6th and 7th respectively they gained valuable experience and worked hard
for each other all day. The 1st squad played some great Hi-5 with extremely close games against
Sheringham and Cromer to finish 3rd, only 2 points off the winners. A fantastic effort by everyone.

DUCK, DODGE AND DIVE
Aylsham High School hosted their second dodge ball tournament on 6 March, which is organised
and run by their pupils. All the 29 pupils who went had a great time and showed how competitive
they all are. Eight teams were at the event, giving the children seven fast and furious games to
play. Obviously, the games against other Bure Valley teams seemed to be the most competitive.
Everyone showed some great individual skills and fantastic teamwork, well done everyone.

CROSS-COUNTRY FINALS
Well done to six pupils who qualified, through two events, to
get to the Norfolk Schools’ cross-country finals held in the
beautiful surroundings of Holkham Hall. This meant that they
had achieved being in the top eighty runners within the county.
Whilst the rain looked to threaten the event on the journey there,
it soon stopped for the races to allow perfect running conditions.
Everyone ran to the best of their ability with everyone
finishing mid to top half of the places. The highest position went to
Eleanor in year three who finished 14th.
Well done everyone.
Care | Creativity | Challenge

www.burevalleyschool.org.uk

