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BVS FORTNIGHTLY
F o r t n i g h tl y n e w s u p d a t e f r o m B u r e V a l l e y S c h o o l
MESSAGE FROM MR OLNEY, HEAD OF SCHOOL
As we move towards the close of another school year, I
would like to give my heartfelt thanks to you for your
continued support. Together, we have made fantastic
progress again, and it has been wonderful to receive many
positive comments from parents, carers and the local and wider
community.
We are really proud of our curriculum, the opportunities we have given our
pupils and the learning that has taken place in classrooms across the school
this year. We are also hugely proud of your children, who are a real credit to
our school, and to you as parents and carers.
Our Year 6 data is again above national percentages for children achieving
the expected or higher standard in reading, writing and mathematics. This is
a consequence of good teaching and is testament to the hard work, skill
and dedication of all the staff.
It is a joy to see happy children every school day, achieving and
succeeding every step of the way.
It has also been a privilege to work alongside colleagues from across cluster
schools and the Aylsham Learning Federation to ensure that we keep
learning, developing and sharing good practice with others.
I am very grateful to all who have regularly volunteered their precious time
to support us this year such as Neil and our PAT Dog Buzz, Kathleen our
volunteer reader and Fran our lovely librarian. We must also give thanks
again to our wonderful Friends of BVS, who raise much needed funds for our
school. With your support, we have also raised hundreds of pounds for local,
national and international charities this year too.
Key themes of our school improvement plan next year will be:
Vocabulary development/teaching across the school (which will impact on
every area of the curriculum)
Engaging parents to support their children with reading regularly at home
and making good use of core knowledge materials
Developing a mastery approach to teaching maths
We do not claim to be perfect, when we are not we will not hide it. We
always try to be open and honest with parents and carers. I feel so proud
and privileged to work at this school, with this team and with you all. The
teamwork and dedication of staff, no matter what their role, in making sure
your child is thriving educationally, socially, emotionally, physically and
spiritually is second to none.

UPCOMING EVENTS
16 July - Yr5 Exhibition
17 July - Yr4 Exhibition
17 July - Yr6 Performance
PM and evening
18 July - Yr6 Exhibition
19 July - Yr3 Exhibition
24 July - Yr6 Leavers
Assembly
24 July - End of Term
All year group exhibitions
start at 2.00pm
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Yr6 residential and
activities week
School games finals
Gymnastics success
Yr5 Sheringham trip
Chair of Governors
letter
Friends of BVS
Lunch changes
Year group exhibitions
Transition days
Parking at school
Summer holiday
events
See our website for
important dates later in the
term.

ATTENDANCE WATCH
Our target school attendance figure is 97.2%.
Our current figure is…

95.9%
Our class of the week is: AUSTRALIA CLASS with 99%
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NEWS
YEAR 6 - WILD CHILD RESIDENTIAL
What an amazing week everyone had at Wild Child. Here are a few more pictures of all the
activities that the children (and adults!) had the opportunity to take part in.
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NEWS
YEAR 6 - ACTIVITY WEEK
Our Year 6 pupils, not on residential, enjoyed a full week of activities visiting the
East Anglia Air Ambulance, Norfolk Show, Aylsham Roman dig, Cromer Lifeboat station,
Henry Blogg museum and Sheringham Park. They also enjoyed swimming at the high
school, bowling, painting, cooking, Ballista building, den building, pond clearing and
bottle rocket making. We’re not to sure who was more exhausted at the end of the week,
the children or Mr Pope. Well done all for a fantastic week.
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NEWS
SCHOOLS GAMES FINALS WEEK
A massive well done to all our pupils who won through to represent the school at the
Norfolk School Games finals. We successfully had our Yr4 mini tennis players, Yr5&6
cricketers and, for the first time our Yr5/6 girl cricketers, all get through to the events at
UEA Sportspark or Horsford cricket club. Every single one played with great spirit and
commitment and a smile on their face, great job.

GYMNASTIC SUCCESS

YR5 - SHERINGHAM TRIP

Well done to two of our Yr4 girls who
competed at the Mill School of
Gymnastics competition on Sunday,
1 July. They both won a cluster of medals,
Annabelle won:- Silver in floor and a
bronze for bar and for beam whilst Daisy
won:- Gold for bar and silver for beam
and for vault.

“At the beach we laid down our bags near
the coast and split in to two groups. We
made pictures out of things that we found
on the beach and collected items we
found on the strand line. We also looked at
creatures found at the beach especially
the sand worms. After lunch we had a bit of
free time to play and then back down to
the coast and were taught how to measure
the beach and had a rock stacking
competition. Most people managed to
stack 5 - 7 rocks.” Elliott Papworth and
Oscar Maun Yr5

Fantastic work girls.
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GOVERNOR NEWS
GOVERNORS REPORT - SUMMER TERM 2018
I am very pleased to be writing this report which will appear for the first time in the John of Gaunt
newsletter. Following on from a successful partnership arrangement since the Autumn term, both
governing boards decided at the end of March, that the time was right for John of Gaunt to
federate with the Aylsham Learning Federation, thus producing one governing board across
Aylsham High, Bure Valley and John of Gaunt. The three schools have been working really well
together, sharing teaching and learning and administration practices, whilst at the same time
retaining their individual identities and ethos.
It has been a very busy term, with the high school students completing their GCSE exams, and Bure
Valley Year 6s doing their SATs exams. All of our students went about their exams in a calm and
positive manner and we wish them all the very best of luck as results days approach.
At the High School the Ofsted call came, and I would like to congratulate all the staff for the
professional way which this was approached and to the students for going about their school day as
if it were any other, and of course we are all delighted that we retained our “Good” rating. If you
would like to see the report, it is on the school website.
The Summer term is always a time for change – the Year 11s from the High School move onto further
education or apprenticeships, the Years 6s at Bure Valley get ready for their step up to High School,
and Year 2s at John of Gaunt prepare for their next step up to Junior school. At the High School the
students have already moved to their next year groups and the new student leaders in the school
are installed, whilst at Bure Valley, following a rigorous interview process which involved members of
the governing board, new pupil leaders are ready to take their positions next term.
Many of you will have noticed the building work going on in the corner of the playing field of Bure
Valley and John of Gaunt; this will be our new John Bear’s Nursery which will be open in September
with 52 places available for children 3-4 years old, and will take the place of the old nursery in
John of Gaunt. I know there are places available so please contact the school office if you are
interested in finding out more information. We are all very excited at the facilities and opportunities
this brand new building will bring.
The swimming pool at the High School is proving very popular and the membership numbers are
increasing.
I enjoyed a great afternoon of competition at the John of Gaunt sports day, and it was lovely to see
all the youngsters involved, to say nothing of the fierce competition in the Mums and Dads races.
Similar events have happened at the High School and Bure Valley.
At the Norfolk Show, it was a pleasure for me to see and hear the choir of Bure Valley performing so
confidently in the Diocesan tent on the first day, and the children have also performed well in an
orchestra recital.
The work of the Aylsham Cluster Trust is going from strength to strength with Family Learning Days,
which are supported by amongst others, The National Trust and Rotary club of Aylsham and positive
work goes on across all the schools in the cluster as we try to work to help the education of all our
children.
I would like to thank all parents and carers for their support to the schools over the past year, and I
hope that you all have a very happy and healthy summer holidays with your children.
Jenny Youngs
Chair of governors, Aylsham Learning Federation
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NEWS/INFORMATION
FRIENDS OF BURE
VALLEY SCHOOL

SCHOOL LUNCH
CHANGES
Leavers Lunch - 24 July

Dear Parents/Carers
Thank you so much for all your support with
events this year:
supporting our Christmas and Spring
fairs, buying ice pops, refreshments, tea
towels, second hand uniform, donating
clothes to our clothes bank and bringing
your children to our discos.
A big thank you to all the wonderful helpers
at our events. We have raised over £4000.
We have donated £1000 to the school for
family learning day(balloon cars) and
wellbeing week.
We donated £500 for the school pond and
£1250 for the Garden Room. We have
bought the Yr6 leavers presents and paid for
their party and contributed towards the
panto at Christmas and bought crackers for
the Christmas lunch. We are now saving
and fundraising for our new project Bure
Valley School Active Outdoors Space.
Please vote for us in Tesco Aylsham; for every
transaction you get one token. Don't forget
our Mufti day next Friday and ice pop sale
also Friday after school.
If you would like to join our committee
please give your details to the office, we
always welcome new
members.
Many thanks.

Pizza and chips will be the hot lunch on the
last day of term.
Baguettes and jackets will remain the same.
24 July - Snack
There will be a one-off snack with bacon
butties on offer on the last day of term.
Normal price of 50p.
Friday Snack - September
Please note that NORSE will no longer be
providing a Friday break time snack when
school returns in September

PUPIL EXHIBITIONS
Please save the dates and try to come
along to your child's exhibition of work next
week. Your children have selected some
pieces of work from across the year that
they are really proud of. It means a lot to us,
but most importantly them. Please feel free
to tour the exhibition, look at and comment
on other children's work and achievements,
especially if their adults were unable to
make it.

Yr3 - Thursday, 19 July
Yr4 - Tuesday, 17 July
Yr5 - Monday, 16 July
Yr6 - Wednesday, 18 July

Friends of Bure Valley
School

Care | Creativity | Challenge

2.00pm onwards

www.burevalleyschool.org.uk

NEWS/INFORMATION
TRANSITION DAYS
Our Yr6 children have returned from their
transition days at Aylsham High School full of
excitement for September. We are all very
proud of their achievements this year. They
had a superb residential and activities week
and we have received lots of lovely
comments from parents and from staff at
Wild Child and Norfolk Air Ambulance about
the behaviour and positive attitude.
The children are rehearsing daily in
preparation for their end of year show. We
are going to be really sad to say goodbye.
We also welcomed Yr2 pupils from John of
Gaunt Infant School and St Michael’s and
look forward to welcoming them to Yr3 in
September.
Our current Yr3, 4 &5 children had fun
spending time with their new teachers for
2018/19, which will hopefully help them feel
at ease when they return in September.

PARKING AT SCHOOL
Please ensure that if you
are driving to school that
you park sensibly and help
to keep our children safe by respecting school
markings and cones.
If the cones are outside BVS, this usually means
that there is a school trip and the
arrival/departure of a coach is imminent. Please
do not park within the cones as this can cause
problems for the coaches.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
WE LOOK FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU ON
THURSDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER

Also, please remember that you should not park
on the zig-zag yellow lines and be aware that
the police do often patrol Hungate Street during
busy times.
Thank you to all the parents and carers who
regularly do this and set a good example for
others.
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NEWS/INFORMATION
Dear Parents/Carers,
Why not take your budding artists to visit The Sainsbury Centre at UEA during the holidays!
Alongside the current exhibitions from artists Antony Gormley and Brian Clarke, the centre
has various child friendly art events planned for the summer months including a family art
day on Saturday 28 July. Please see attached details for more information or contact The
Sainsbury Centre on 01603 593199 or email scva@uea.ac.uk
Mrs Cogley
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