
March 2020

Dear Parent/Carer,

I am writing to update you on the developing situation with the coronavirus. We 
will continue to ensure that we follow the guidance issued by the government 
and Public Health England to the letter. Subsequent to Monday’s 
announcement by the Prime Minister, Chief Science Officer, and Chief Medical 
Officer we need to follow these guidelines and advice.

The current precautions:

We are continuing to ask staff and pupils to focus on hygiene; in particular hand 
washing, the use and management of tissues and napkins when coughing and 
sneezing. We are ensuring a plentiful supply of soap in the toilets and tissues are 
available in all classrooms. Our cleaners empty general waste bins regularly, 
ensuring that they wear gloves when emptying bins.

The guidance for anyone showing the following symptoms:

The guidance is currently, if anyone who has the symptoms of a new 
continuous/persistent cough and/or a temperature of 37.8° or higher they must 
self-isolate along with everyone else in their household for 14 days.  With this in 
mind, if a pupil presents with either one of these symptoms whilst at school, we 
will ask for them to be collected immediately whilst isolating them from other 
children in the meantime.  

The current advice from Public Health England is as follows:

∑ If you live with others and you or another member of the household 
have symptoms of coronavirus, then all household members must stay 
at home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts 
from the day when the first person in the house became ill. It is likely 
that people living within a household will infect each other or be 
infected already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the 
overall amount of infection the household could pass on to others in 
the community. 

∑ For anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they 



need to stay at home for 7 days from when the symptoms appeared, 
regardless of what day they are on in the original 14-day isolation 
period.

If your household is in isolation either because of symptoms or being part of a 
vulnerable group we can offer the following suggestions for work that can be 
completed. We would only move to a full Google Classroom service in the 
event of a full school closure.

The following learning opportunities are available now: 

∑ Visit the Home Learning section of our website for lots of learning resources 
and useful website links. We will continue to update this regularly
http://www.burevalleyschool.org.uk/home-learning/

∑ Visit the Home Learning section of our website and click on your child’s 
year group for some ideas to support learning
http://www.burevalleyschool.org.uk/home-learning/

∑ Visit the Home Learning section of website and click on your child’s year 
group to access a home learning pack and practical ideas pack

∑ At the bottom of your child’s year group section you will find links to:
- TT Rockstars (every child has and should know their log in details)
- Oxford Owl (Class Login is there. Password is BureValley)

∑ Espresso – this can be entered via the Norfolk Cloud Portal on our website
(your child can log in using their nsix log in and password)

∑ Quizlet 
https://quizlet.com/subject/bure-valley-school/
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∑ Schools website for Core Knowledge materials 
http://www.burevalleyschool.org.uk/curriculum/core-knowledge/

∑ Reading plenty of books both fiction and non-fiction, you can never do 
too much reading

The risk of partial closure:

As stated in a recent email - the impact of coronavirus restrictions may result in 
staff shortages going forward. We have to be particularly mindful of staff with 
acute conditions in the defined vulnerable groups and the proposed policy of 
social distancing which could see staff absent for up to 12 weeks. 

We already have a number of staff who are self-isolating or social distancing.

We hope to be able to work with most classes in a normal way this week, but this 
will depend on staffing levels. If we need to partially close at short notice we will 
let parents know via our Twitter feed, the Norfolk school closures site, our 
Facebook page, and our school website either the night before or by 7:20 in the 
morning. It would be wise for parents/carers to get into the habit of checking 
these daily. If you don’t follow us on Twitter or Facebook please do.

Schools may be asked to close and reopen for certain year groups or for the 
children of key workers; or the government may seek to changes laws to raise 
ratios for classes. We do not know, but believe announcements will come later 
this week. We will do our best to adhere to. 

Cancelling upcoming events:

We are immediately cancelling all assemblies, after school clubs, sports events
and concerts. 

Breakfast and Tea Club will continue before and after school providing we have 
enough staff to manage it.

In the event of full closure:

Once again, if the government decides to close schools then please be 
reassured that Google Classroom is set up and ready to go. All pupils have been 
shown in school how this can be accessed should the need arise. We will be 
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sending home instructions and will be uploading tutorial videos in the coming 
days. Please let us know if you do not have internet access ASAP.

In the event of a closure each child will be given a pack to take home. This 
should include:

- 2 reading books from the school library
- An empty text book
- Log in details
- Stationary (if needed)
- A curriculum overview of the topics children would be studying so that 

parents and carers can do some home learning
- Copies of this letter, Google Classroom letter and instructions 
- Useful pastoral/safeguarding numbers & websites

For pupils in receipt of free school meals we will look to ensure that vouchers are 
provided to support the purchase of lunches during any closure period. We will 
not be able to provide vouchers for every available supermarket, as it would be 
logistically too complex. They will be for Tesco as it is our largest local 
supermarket.

During a potential lengthy closure some families are going to want contact our 
pastoral support team for advice and support. Some families we will be given a 
direct phone number to call, but for all families Ms Fox will be available via her 
email: pastoral@burevalley.norfolk.sch.uk If you have any Special Educational 
Needs queries please contact Mrs Abramson via her email: 
senco@burevalley.norfolk.sch.uk

In relation to SATs examinations, staff will let pupils know what in particular to 
focus on and what resources to use. We cannot at this stage say what the 
potential impact will be on SATs examinations themselves, but know that there 
will be a contingency plan at a national level to deal with any potential 
disruption. We will follow any such guidance to the letter.

As you can see we are trying to respond to an incredibly dynamic and 
unpredictable situation as best we can.  

If you have any questions please contact the school: 
admin@burevalleyschool.norfolk.sch.uk or 01263 733393
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I hope this proves helpful in this challenging and rapidly changing times.

Yours sincerely,

Jamie Olney - Head of School


