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BVS Fortnightly
Fortnightly news update from Bure Valley School

MESSAGE FROM MR OLNEY
HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dear parents and carers,
As you will see from this week's newsletter, we have a lot planned for the remainder of the
term. We're working hard to bring the children some festive cheer, to keep everyone safe
and to maximise learning opportunities before we break up for the Christmas holidays.
I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank all the staff who have given up their
free time, their planning prep and assessment release time, their leadership time, their
breaks and lunchtimes, their before and after school time, all to make our school run as
close to normal as we can for the children. Thank you. You are stars!
I would also like to thank YOU. Our parents and carers have been amazing and so
supportive. Throughout this term, you have been encouraging and empathetic.
We have always appreciated our wider school community, but now more than ever.
In recent days and weeks, we have also received kind gifts and donations from a variety of
local people and companies who believe in the motto is takes a community to raise a
child.
Thank you for your support, generosity and kindness.

ATTENDANCE WATCH
Our target school attendance figure is 97.2%.
Our current figure is…97.5%
Our class of the week is:

DENMARK Class with 99.3%!!!!!
Care | Creativity | Challenge

www.burevalleyschool.org.uk

NEWS & INFORMATION
CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER FROM THE GOVERNORS
As you read this in the end of term newsletter, I think we will all be breathing a sigh of relief that we have
managed to have our students and pupils back in school again. This would not have been possible without the
hard work and dedication of all of the staff across all of the schools; the site team worked tirelessly through the
Summer holidays to get the schools ready to receive our learners, and the teaching and support staff have
worked so hard to ensure that all of our settings could run as smoothly as possible.
As with all things to do with school, I would like to thank all of our parents and carers for the support you have
given our schools throughout these unprecedented times; I know it isn’t easy to adapt to new school day
timings, different regulations, the change in the catering facilities on offer etc, but thank you very much for all
of your support.
At the High School we are all thrilled to see the new multi-sport all-weather pitch in operation; it is an addition
to the school facilities which we are really proud of, and when Covid 19 restrictions allow, it has been good to
see it well used by clubs and associations throughout our local community. Rehearsals are going ahead, when
possible, for the annual musical production which is scheduled for next year – fingers crossed that this will be
able to go ahead. Congratulations to our students who have achieved their Bronze award in the Duke of
Edinburgh scheme.
At Bure Valley, the staff have coped very well with some of the disruptions caused by the pandemic and the
school is working well and that the pupils were pleased to be back in school again in September. A few
Christmas things have been arranged but of course the children will miss doing their usual performances for
parents, but I am sure the Christmas jumper day will be special.
At John of Gaunt the children (and staff!) have adapted really well to the new learning systems which have
been put in place, namely Read Write Inc and Mathematics Mastery, and better results are already being
witnessed following the changes. It is great that not all the learning has been about the core subjects and the
children have also had time to deal with historical figures such as Florence Nightingale and to learn about
rainbows. Mrs Toplis has special praise for the children’s behaviour in these times of change.
My thanks to everyone for everyone involved with our schools for keeping them open in these difficult times,
and I do hope that you all enjoy a safe and Happy Christmas and that we can all look forward to better times
ahead in 2021.

Jenny Youngs, Chair of Governors, Aylsham Learning Federation

CHRISTMAS CARD DAY
FRIDAY, 11 DECEMBER
This year children can bring Christmas
cards to school for their classmates, friends and
teachers but we ask that cards are brought to school
on Friday, 11 December only. Instead of having a
Christmas post box this year we will be touring each
bubble on Friday, 11 December with a mail sack for
each class. Post will be sorted and quarantined for 72
hours before being shared.
To ensure each card reaches the right person please
clearly label the envelope with the child's name and
class. This year please just tuck the envelope in rather
than licking and sticking it down.
Thank you.

Care | Creativity | Challenge

VIRTUAL PANTO
This will take place during the afternoon of
Wednesday,16 December. The children will be
watching and taking part in the virtual pantomime of
Rapunzel, whilst remaining in their year group bubbles.

FRIENDS OF BURE VALLEY
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RETURN ANY RAFFLE
TICKETS TO SCHOOL BY 10 DECEMBER.

VIRTUAL CHRISTINGLE
This will take place w/c 7 December, with
each class having the opportunity to make
their Christingles. Our thanks to Kelly de Ville Shaw,
from Aylsham Parish Church, for leading this service
and to local businesses for donating the Christingles.
www.burevalleyschool.org.uk
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CHRISTMAS PARTY/JUMPER DAY
FRIDAY, 18 DECEMBER
Due to current restrictions in school, we are unable
to have our traditional Christmas lunch. This year
each class will be invited to have a Christmas
party lunch which they will eat in their classrooms
with the friends in their bubble. Christmas crackers
will be provided from the Friends of BVS and we
will also be holding a festive non-uniform day in
aid of Save the Children. Please wear your
Christmas jumpers / clothing – there is no need to
buy anything new. Feel free to jazz up your usual
clothes with tinsel and all things sparkly if you
prefer. (£1 donation for Save the Children).
Party Menu:
Cheese & Ham sandwich (main option) with
sausage roll
Cheese sandwich (veggie option) with veggie roll
Pizza slice (cheese and tomato
Rudolph snacks (carrot sticks) & crisps
Satsuma and Christmas biscuit
If you would like your child/children to have lunch
on this day, please book using ParentPay in the
usual way. The cost of the party lunch will be
£2.30. If your child is entitled to FSM you will not be
charged but please let the office know if a lunch is
required. Due to having to place food
orders early we politely request that all
ParentPay orders are placed by
4 December. Please
contact the office if you have any que-

Thank you to Aylsham Garden Centre for the
very kind donation of this year’s BVS
Christmas Tree. It is in pride of place in the
Whisper Space for everybody to enjoy.
Thank you also to Ollie F’s mum (Denmark) for
the loan of the Christmas tree stands.

SANTA DASH
FRIDAY, 11 DECEMBER
To bring some extra Christmas cheer to Bure Valley we
will be participating in the National School games
Santa Dash on Friday, 11 December.

Before or after school, take a selfie!

The idea is to connect thousands of young people
across the country in taking part in a Santa Dash at the
same time. We have plans to create a fun,
Christmas themed course around the playground, and
pupils (in their year group bubbles) will run/jog/walk
their way around.
We want pupils to come to school in their uniforms that
day (unless they are timetabled for PE) but will be
encouraging the children and staff to wear
something Christmassy such as a Santa hat, head
band or top to put over their uniform.
We have some special surprises planned and will share
photos on social media of the event.
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25 HALOS TO 4/12/2020
France - Ella V, Lilly B, Phoenix T
Spain - Abbie G, Ebony B, Bella E, Isobell S,
Louie H, Lily Mae B, Michael L, Willow Rose W,
Gracie Mae J, Amelia M, Lilly W, Alfie L, Evie F
Belgium - Rubi Mai S, Hollie S
Greece - Dexter H, Esma O, Christmas W,
Isobel B
India - Ruby P, Teddy H, James dvS,
Mexico - Lucy E, Abbie W-J
Denmark - Lara D
Brazil - Kameron K, Harvey G
Japan - Isla G, Evie Mai W, Lexie J, Caelun H,
Tilly S

HEAD LICE

NEW PLAY THERAPY AT BVS
Sometimes children and young people may need
specialised help to overcome difficulties during the
growing up process. Emotions can frequently be
expressed via difficult behaviour. Childsplayworks
offers therapeutic services for Bure Valley School
pupils, held at school.
The sessions are designed to meet the needs and
interests of your child: they can include balls, sand,
messy play, cars, board games, clay, music, role-play,
creative arts and puppetry.
Thoughtful and thorough assessments will help you to
pick the appropriate level of therapy and to ensure
treatment is appropriate and effective. All sessions
are weekly for 40 minutes and term time only. Play
therapy is not a miracle cure but is highly effective.
To find out more please contact Melanie at:
childsplayworks@outlook.com

A polite reminder. Please could we ask
that you check your child’s hair regularly
(even if they have short hair) and treat any lice found.
Also, to reduce the risk of spreading, could we ask
that all children with long hair have it tied back
please.
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