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Introduction 
 
Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day that contributes to the 
children’s learning in response to guidance from the school.  Homework encompasses a wide 
variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents/carers to support children’s learning.  
For example, a parent/carer who spends time reading a story to their child before bedtime is 
helping with homework. 
 
Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment, however we also 
acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development.  
While homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range 
of out-of-school clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many 
children.  
 
As children spend more time at home than they do at school, we want to work in partnership 
with parents and carers to help further develop children’s interests, and make best use of a 
range of experiences and opportunities outside of school. 
 
Why give homework? 
 

 It can inform parents/carers about learning in class; 

 It can further stimulate enthusiasm for learning; 

 It takes advantage of the home environment and resources and the chance for some 
“one to one” adult time; 

 It can be a great source for gathering topic information to share with all the children; 

 It provides an opportunity to rehearse key skills such as times-tables, doubling facts, 
addition sums, spellings, punctuation and grammar; 

 It helps to foster good habits of organisation and self-discipline in preparation for the 
homework demands of high school. 
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Homework expectations at Bure Valley School (2020-2021) 
 
We have decided to make some changes to the homework we set and how we set it, due to 
the circumstances we find ourselves in relating to Covid-19. 
 
As a school we will now set pupils homework via our remote learning platform Google 
Classroom, because:  
 

 It is good practice to minimise the number of books crossing over between school and 
home; 

 We need to ensure that we keep Google Classroom for remote learning purposes; 

 Pupils need to remain familiar with how to access and the use the platform; 

 Google Classroom offers a level of interaction and a number of different options to 
teachers that traditional CPG books did not; 

 The use of Google Forms for English and maths quizzes, enables teachers to input the 
answers as well as questions.  This way the pupils and parents should get an instant 
score which supports teacher assessment and feedback. 

 
Our homework expectations remains the same, in that we will set weekly maths and English 
homework.  However, teachers may occasionally set work for additional subjects if they feel 
it is necessary or beneficial to the pupil, class or topic.  
 
It is our intention, and good practice, not to send work home that the child cannot already do 
or has not previously attempted in school.  Therefore, we do not expect parents and/or carers 
to teach new skills. 
 
English 
 
As a school we expect class teachers to set the following English homework: 
 

 A punctuation and grammar quiz (either using Google Forms or resourced 
electronically in some other form E.G, a PDF);  

 The punctuation and grammar quiz may cover a specific topic or a range of topics, and 
each quiz will have 6-8 questions.  Teachers will have access to KS2 flashcards, Rapid 
Grammar flashcards and a range of website to generate quiz question; 

 Reading at home with an adult; all children will take books home to read mainly for 
enjoyment and practice and parents/carers will be encouraged to share the books by 
reading to the child as well as listening to them read.  Their reading at home should be 
recorded in the planner provided by school. 

 Big Spell. 
 
All 3 tasks should be set as a weekly assignment.  
 
For staff the reading at home and the 'Big Spell' do not add any additional workload, other 
than the need to upload 'Big Spell' sheets to Google Classroom (if needed).  
 
Maths 
 
As a school we expect class teachers to set the following maths homework: 
 

 A calculation quiz (either using Google Forms or resourced electronically in some other 
form E.G, a PDF); 

 The calculation quiz should cover a range of topics and act as revision for basic skills; 
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 The quiz should have 8-10 questions; 

 Teachers have access to myminimaths website and flashcards to generate suitable 
questions; 

 A Times Table Rockstars sheet; 

 Teachers have access to over 150 PDF Times Tables Rockstars sheets which can be 
uploaded to Google Classroom; 

 A reasoning question. 
 
Homework Expectation Summary: 
 
English: 3 assignments posted on GC each week: Reading with an adult or independently, 
Big Spell and weekly punctuation and grammar quiz.  
 
Maths: 3 assignments posted on GC each week: Calculation quiz, Times Tables Rockstars 
and a reasoning question.  
 
Access to Technology 
 
Naturally, there will be some children who may have difficulty accessing the internet or a 
device at home.  For these children time can be given within school for them to complete their 
homework on a school laptop, or paper copies of each week’s home work can be printed and 
sent home with the child (on request). 
 
Homework Progression 
 
In year 5 and year 6 the amount of homework children receive is likely to increase and the 
children are expected to work more independently. 
 
Children in year 6 will have additional revision homework to undertake.  This is to support 
their preparation for the key stage 2 (KS2) SATs tests that occur in May.   
 
All children are expected to take part in homework activities.  If a class teacher is concerned 
that a child is not completing homework tasks regularly, parents/carers will be asked to 
discuss the reasons for this.  If a child is unable to complete a weekly homework task for a 
particular reason (for example a big family event at the weekend), parents/carers are 
encouraged to let the class teacher know, so that the child can be excused homework for that 
week. 
 
If pupils are struggling with homework at home (for a variety of reasons) we can provide some 
dedicated time for homework support in school.  Parents/carers are encouraged to speak to 
the class teacher so that the school is aware and can offer support. 
 
To support home learning, and to reinforce the importance of homework, teachers have the 
discretion to keep pupils in for part of their lunchtime break to help them complete (or attempt) 
a homework task.  This should be seen as act supportive rather than a punishment. 
 
Children with Special Education Needs (SEN) 
 
We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life and try to ensure that all set 
tasks are appropriate to the ability of the child.  We endeavour to adapt tasks set so that all 
children can participate. 
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We ask parents and carers of children with SEN to communicate with the child’s class teacher 
and the school’s pastoral and SEN team if homework is proving problematic so that we can 
work together to resolve any issues. 
 
The role of Parents and Carers 
 
Parents and carers have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an 
important part of this process.  We ask that parents and carers encourage their child to 
complete the homework set.  We invite parents and carers to help their children and to provide 
them with the sort of learning environment that allows children to complete tasks set 
successfully.  
 
Three simple steps parents and carers can take to support their child are:  

1. Provide a good working space at home; 
2. Enable their child to visit the library regularly; 
3. Discuss the work that their child is doing. 

 
Home Work Issues/Complaints 
 
If parents or carers have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first 
instance, contact the child’s class teacher.  If their questions are of a more general nature, 
they should contact a senior leader, or the head of school.  Finally, if parents or carers wish 
to make a complaint about the school’s homework policy or the way it is being implemented, 
they should follow the Federation’s complaint policy on our website. 
 
Monitoring and review 
 
It is the responsibility of our Governing Board to agree and then monitor the school homework 
policy.  This is done by the committee of the Governing Board that deals with curriculum 
issues.  Parents/carers complete a questionnaire during the school’s OFSTED inspection 
(and annually in between inspections), and our Governing Board pays careful consideration 
to any concern that is raised at that time, or in between OFSTED inspections, by any 
parent/carer.  
 
 
 


